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LIBERALITY OF BABU RAKHAL GHANDRA CHATTERJEE. 


No, 568Edn., dated Calcutta, the 1th March 1920. 


From—Tue Hon’sue Mr. I. 8. S. O'MALLEY, Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, General Department, 


‘To—The Commissioner of the Burdwan Division. 


Wire reference to your letter No. 863.G., dated the 21st February 1920, 
I am directed to request that you will be so good as to convey the thu 
of Government to Babu Rakhal Chandra Chatterjee, of Birbhum, a pleader 
now practising at Chaibassa, for his liberality and public spirit in making a’ 
donation of Rs, 18,000 towards the cost of the construction of a high English 
school building at Suri, 











SECTION L—The Storm. __ 


. The cyclone developed in the Bay of bona and struck the coast of the 
Sundarbans about 9 o'clock on the morning of the 24th September 1929, lt 
‘swept in a direct line across Khulna district, the north-western portion of 

£ Bakarganj, the Narail subdivision of Jossore and the greater part of Faridpur 

and Dacea districts. Then, with diminishing force, it passed over tho western 

> part of Tippera and the eastern portions of Mymensingh and Sylhet districts 
and ultimately dissipated itself in the Khasia Hills. 

2. The cyclone can be pictured as a violent whirl moving across the map 
of Bengal. Tho whirl is a ring of hurricane winds blowing, not directly but 

_ with a tendency, towards the centre of the whirl. Strange to say, at the centre 
of the whirl there is absolute calm. ‘The centro, however, is not’ stationary 
-but moving at'an average rate of 114 miles an hour. ‘The actual axperienco of 
any place in the path of the storm was a hurricane gradually becoming more 
and more furious, then a sudden Jull lasting only a short time but perfect 

_ while it lasted, then the burrieave in all its former fury but with wind from 

an altogether different. direction.. wo or three hours after’ the lull the 
_ Storm began to gradually abate and finally ceased about 12 hours after it 
commenced. 

-8. Meteorologists connect together by a curve ona map all the places 
where, at a specified time, the barometric pressure was the same. Sach 
curves they. call “isobars” and they depict a cyclone by a diagram of 4 
isobars, In this storm, as with all cyclones, it was found that the direction 
of the wind at any place was not.truly tangential to the isobaric curve at that _ 
place but had a deflection towards the centre of the cyclonic whirl. Asin all 
cyclones north of the equator the direction of the winds at various points on an 
isobaric curve was counter-clock wise. 

4. On crossing the coast the storm was travelling almost due north, 

radually it veered towards the east and ultimately, on leaving Mymensingh 

istrict, it was moving north-east. It is reported that the lull wasexperi- 
enced at various places at the following times, but several of these reports, 
can only be regarded as approximately correct, viz.—Oura Sipsa 3 to 4 Pat, 
Pratapnagar 4 p.m., Dakop 5 v.w., Baitaghata 8 r.m., Khulna 8-35 to 9 
vem., Mollahat 10 r.m., Gopalganj 10-30 to 11-80, Bhanga midnight, — - 
Goalundo 1 a.u., (only a change in direction of wind), Mashurikhola 2-15, 
Bhairab 6, Kishorganj 6-30 a.m. . f a 

&. Tho cyclone was’ remarkable for its small dimensions and its great 
intensity. Though the Bakarganj cyclone of 1876 was far more destructive 
of human life, the value of property destroyed in 1919 was probably greater 
than in any storm in Bengal for the last 200 years. Yet, if places whore the 
‘wind did ‘not attain very great foree are omitted, the diameter of thestorm 

"area was not more than 25 miles. ‘ 

<6, In Narail and Gopalganj subdivisions and in the north-eastern corner _ 

of Khulna district an additional terror was added to the burricano and the. 

~. storm wave by a vivid red glow appearing in the sky during the period of the 

lull. In Narail Subdivision this fiery glow came from the western horizon and 

“was so bright that iv is said to have illumined the surface of the earth for 
some time. In Gopalganj subdivision the red glare came from the south. 

-~7..The country over which the cyclone swept is a land of great rivers. 

Immediately after the lull the hurricane winds drove the waves furious| 











" and Pitojpar'and on the Passur, Bupsa and other big rivers of Khulna: 
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Storm 
waves were formed also of the bils, On the Arial.b betwoen the Dhaleswari, 
and the Padma and on the Kotwalipara dz the violence of the waves was so 
great that many houses and fields were engulfed and totally disappoared. 

8. ‘The storm lasted for about 12 hours at each place and left Mymen- — 
singh district about 11 424. on the 25th. Jt was accompanied in most places — 
by heavy rain. ‘There are not many Government rain-gauges in the affected 
tract, but taking them as fairly representative, they showed a genoral aver. 
of 5°98” in Khulna district, 3°96" in Narail subdivision, 6°33" in Faridpur, 7’: 
in Dacea and 8°97” in Mymensingh district. 5 oe 

9. Selections from various reports on the cyclone are given in Appendix 


10. There are many people who still remember the last big cyclone in 
Bengal.’ It occurred on the 27th October.1909 and affected Khulna, Jessore 
and parts of the 24-Parganas, Nadia, Bakarganj, Faridpur, Dacea and Mymon- 
singh districts. At Goalundo 22 steamers and flats were almost totally 
destroyed, the damage boing estimated’ at 30 lakhs.of rupees. The number 
of human lives lost in the 1909 cyclone was 996 a&-compared with 3,203 in 
1919. The tidal wave or storm wave was higher in 1909, and the loss of cattle’ 
was returned as 96,317, a8 compared with 86,951 in 1919, but'the accuracy of 
the figures of the earlier year is questionable. In 1919 the figures compiled © 
at thanas were checked by the relief agency, bus in 1409 there was no such 
agency and no check, In Khulna district alono it was reported in 1909 that 
70,654 cattle were drowned or killed. Tho loss of such a large number must 
have told heavily on the district, yot it was not found necessary to give any 
relief. In that same district 582,602 houses were reported to have ‘been 
blown down, yot the Collector, touring through the worsi-iiffected part of the 
distriet a fortnight after the cyclone, found that most of the houses had been 
re-erected. It is probable that the houses, though damaged, had- not really 


_ been demolished. In short, no reliance can be placed on the res of 1909, 


a 


"were ascribed to exposure. 


éxcept perhaps those-of loss of human life. ‘So far ae can be judged fromthe 
Statements of persons who experienced both storms, the violence of the wind, 
the dimensions of the storm and the total damage done were far greater ‘in 
1919 than in 1909, though the damage done by storm waves was loss. 


SECTION Ii.—Loss of life. 
(a) Loss of human life. 


11. The latest enquiries show that the total number of persons known 
to have lost their lives in the cyclone was 3,203. As it was Paja time} 
many persons besides those. whose business required them to be on the 
river were travelling to their homes from other districts. The drowning 
‘of such persons would not be reported unless the bodies were found. On 
chars where every habitation was swept away it would also be improbable 
that every death would be known. ti is therefore certain that the total 
mortality was greater than that reported. It may be estimated at approxi- 
mately 3,500. 4 

12, Most of the deaths from drowning were due to the storm waves 
which tore boats away from their moorings and dashed them to pieces against 
the banks or against one another. These waves also caused the sudden 
erosion of the sites of dwelling-honses on the. banks of rivers’ and dils; and 
many people were drowned in this way. Many others were killed by trees — 
falling on them or on the houses in which they were. * 

13. In Khulna district 432 deaths were recorded, of which about 240 
wore due to drowning. Sixty-four persons were drowned in one union of . 
Dakop thana and 27 in one union of Paikgacha. Both of these unions are _ 
on the banks of the Sipsa. It is reported that most of the deaths took — 
eee al tho lull in the storm, The victims were nearly all of the culti- 
vator classes—Muhammadans, Namasudras and Pods. Twenty-one deaths 
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| “In Jessore distiict, Narail. subdivision, only 7 persons ‘wore drowned, 


: BS but 20 were killed by houses or trees falling on them, 


. In Bakarganj also the loss of life from-drowning was mach less. than 
aan see by falling trees. The latter numbered 52 and the former 
only 3. 4 { 

pe Tis hundred and twelve deaths occurred in Faridpur district, of which 
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895 were due to drowning and 193 to falling trees and houses. The mortality * 


from drowning was greatest in the chars of the Padma and'on the banks of 
. the Kotwalipara él, In Kotwalipara thana alone 110 persons were drowned, 
Though the houses are built on mounds raised to provide safety, the storm 
waves of the di carried away not only horses’but also the mounds on which 
they stood. The storm waves also caught and submerged some persons 
who during the lull were hurrying for shelter from one mound to another. 
At Olpur, two teachers of the high school, hearing cries for help from 
neighbouring houses, went in a boat to render help. This was during the 
jo. They. never returned and must have been drowned when the hurricane 
winds began afresh, The Collector reports that a special fund has been 
raised for the relief of their widows. An extraordinary occurrence reported 
is that in Kotwalipara a bebejia (river gipsy) was killed by a flying corriigated- 
iron sheet, his head being severed from his body 
In no other district was the loss of hurhan life so great.as in Daced.. One 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-eight deaths were reported, of which 90 
per cent, were due todrowning. No less than 1,199 deaths occurred within 
Lohajang thana, most of them being residents on the chars of the Padma. 
The apeaed had taken refuge on the roofs of their houses and were precipi- 
tated into the water when the houses were smashed by the force of the 
waves. For.days afterwards passengers by the Goalundo-Narainganj mail 
steamer met the gruesome spectacle of many dead bodies floating in the river. 


By some set of the current many other corpses were thrown up on the river bank * 


at Lohajang where, ona stretch of land about 6 miles in length, 550 corpses. 
were found and buried. Other deaths occurred in the di! areas of Srinagar 
and Nawabganj thanas and were due to the sites of the houses being ¢wept 
away by storm waves. The weather during the day of the 24th was 
boisterous and most boats were tied up for the night; but many were 
earried away from their anchorage and dashed on the shore or overturned 


in thestream. One family in a village of Nawabganj thana took-refuge in, 


their boat at their ghat from their falling houses. Tho boat was carried 


off into the Dhaleswari and. most of the family drowned. ‘There were. 


instances of marvellous escapes. One man was carried away by the current 
from Mewa char opposite to Lohaganj; he lost consciousness and recovered 
to find himself washed up 5 thiles away in Bahar bazar, having been carried 
across the Padia, several village sites and a fil, The vagaries of the current 
* gave rise to'such anomalies as people starting on the same roof finding them- 
” selves,separated and carried some up and some down stream, 
In Tippera district 30 persons were drowned and 10 killed by falling 
* “houses or trees. A lady going home for the Pujas with her children, ‘her 
*. father,and servants, nine. persons. in all were drowned in the Meghna; only 
"the two boatmen and a maidservant were saved. : 
- Tn Mymensingh the number killed was 123, of whom about one-half yer 
-drbwned and the remainder crushed ande\ falling trees or buildings. 


i € () Loss of cattle. i 


14. The total number of cattle reported to have been ‘killed in the 
~ eyeloné was 38,951. Most of the deaths were due to drowning and occurred 
-on the banks of rivers and dils. Some cattle also were killed by trees falling 
on the cowsheds. F i 
- 15, A mature) cow is worth about Rs. 40 and a bullock about Rs. 50, 
Making allowance for young or, worn-out, stock and forthe fact that, in 
_ Khulna, goats were included’ with cattle, the average value pér head inay 
be taken as Rs. 10 or 11, and the total loss due to destruction of cattlé may be 
_ estimated roughly at 4 lakhs of rupees. : ( sf sie 
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16. The rae bce was in Khulna where 28,029 cattle wore % 
reported to have been killed.” ‘These figures include goats ; but it may bo 
estimated that about 14,000 cattle perished. The mortality ‘was greatest in 
Rampal, Morrelganj, Dakop, Paikgacha and Shyamnagar where many people, 
fearing the, subsidence of the sheds, let loose their cattle and they were 
drowned in the floods. For many days after the cyclone the rivers in the 








* south of the district were teeming with corpses of cattle. 


In Bakarganj district 970, and in Jessore 484 cattle were killed. 
Nearly all the deaths were due to falling trees, very few to drowning. 

In Faridpur rhe number of cattle lost was 3,639. On the chars and 
in the di areas whore the greatest human mortality occurred, there also the 
largest number of cattle perished. 

Five thousand five hundred and thirty bead of cattle were killed in Dapoa 
district. On the Padma chars practically all the cattle were swept away and 


drowned. ‘The total number drowned in the whole district was about 4,000. 


Only 12 cattle in Tippera district were reported to have been killed. 
All the deaths ware caused by falling trees. 

Mymensingh district lost 732 cattle. In Mitamain and ‘Darail, where 
the fields were under deep water, most of the deaths were due to drowning. 
In other places most; ‘of the casualties were caused by falling trees, 

17. In Appendix B, a statement will be found showing the loss of 
human life and of cattle, district by district and subdivision by subdivision. 


SECTION Il, Other damages. 
(a) Private Buildings. 


18. Residential buildings were destroyed “wholesale, ‘Che bulk of the 
raiyats’ houses are kutcha, with thatched or. corrugated iron roofs. When 
even masonry structures were blown down it would have been a ‘matter fot 
surprise that any kutcha houses were left standing, were it not for the dense 
growth of trees and:bushes by which moet of them were screened, from. the 
wind. It: is not: possible to express in figures the number, and still less the 
value, of the buildings blown down. Local, officers wore asked to report the 
number of dwelling houses and shops demolished in each subdivision, and the 
figures given by them will be found in Appendix B. No great reliance can be 
placed in those figures, for it is known that some officers reckoned cowsheds, 
kitchens and othor outhouses as separate builaings, and, while some ‘included 
even housés only partially unroofed a3 demolished, .others omitted allvexeept 
houses which had entirely or almost entirely lost their walls.and their roofs. 
For ‘instance, the local officers in Narail subdivision at first reported that, 
66.357 houses had been demolished. The, Collector pointed out that the * 
population.of the area affected was about 216,000, that the average number 
of persons per house was about} and that probably not more than 60 per 
cent, of the dwelling houses had been demolished. The !ocal, officers were 
therefore ordered to revise their reports, and their -final éstimate is: that. 
14,152 dwelling houses and shops wore demolished. It is of course true that 
the reconstruction of an out-house involves expense, but such expense .i8 far 
less’ than when a dwelling house has to be rebuilt. Instead. of relying ‘on 
imperfect figures, an idea of the damage suffered can best be conyeyed by a 
general descriptive account. 

19. In the most affected parts of Khulna district senrcely a single 
kutcha house was left standing, and several entire bazars were levelled to the 
ground, At Bagerhat and other places’ substantial pucca, pillars were torn ~ 
out and thrown down. 4 

Bakarganj suffered less severely, but thousands of houses lost their roofs 
and many were damaged beyond repair. 

In Narail subdivision the raiyats in Naraganti, Kalia, Alfadanga | and 
ap edie lost at least 75 per cent. of their buildings of all: kinds. 

The ‘8 at ti, Kalia, Bandia, Dighalia, Lakbipasha, Chachuri- 
Purulia and Siddhipasha were: badly shattered. lotg\Mbiag a 


4 








™ The Collector Sencha the affected. area of Faridpur, pedbticdlly 


javh rae thatched bunts and corrugated iron sheds were either leveMed to. the / 
: Sr torn till only the posts were left standing. In the bi areas of 


nj, especially, the scene of devastation was almost indescribable. 

In Dacca district the Collector estimates that about 50 ‘per cont. of 
the raiyats’ dwelling houses. were unroofed or blown down. The chars in. 
Lehajang thana were completely denuded of houses by the storm. waves. Inv 
other places inuch damage was done by falling trees, and corrugated iron 
sheets were often either blown away or so twisted as to be useluss.., Even 
masonry buildings suffered severely. No more. striking proof of the extreme 
violence of the storm could be offered than the demolition. of the substantiai 
pucea godowns of Messrs. Birkmyre Brothors and Messrs. R. Sim & Co. au 
Narayanganj. One godowi of the latter firm had walls buttressed by brick 
pillars 24 feet square. with a skeleton of cast iron, and sunk 4 feet in the 
ground ; yet not only the walls but also all the pillars were blown down, 

‘The Narayanganj Chamber of Commeree has not been able to, fyrnish 
estimates of damage because some of the members prefer that such inform~ 
ation should be kept confidertial. The Collector estimates roughly that. 
the loss caused by the cyclone to jute firms in Dacca amounted to 15 lakhs. 
and in Narayanganj to 150 lakhs of rupeos. 

In the affected party of the Tippera district no damage was done to 
masonry buildings, but most of the kucha houses with corrugated ixon or tin 
yooks were blown down or unroofed. The Deputy Superintendent of Police 
counted some 400 fallen houses in a sample area of one square mile. 

In the worst affected parts of Mymensingh most of the houses were 
blown down, and in other parts~no village entirely escaped injury. ‘The 
unfortunate people had to take refuge under collapsed roofs. or any other 
remnants of their houses which could be propped up.to'give soma shelter: 

20. With the subsidence of the buildings, furniture and utensils were 
smashed, clothes and other property were blown away and completely dis- 
appeared and stocks of grain, seeds and-other produce were greatly reduced 
in value or entirely spoilt: by the rain. One of the heaviest items of this kind 
Hf loss was: the damage done to bundles of jute waiting to be sold. Much 
good quality fibre was reduced to the class of “rejections.” Raiyats keep 
their own stocks of seed of most of the rab crops. and the loss of these seeds 
was a serious matter, because traders who had stocks immediately raised their 
prices District officors have had estimates made of the loss sustained by the 
damage 10 properly kopt in houses ; but where conditions vary so greatly 
from house to house, it is a practical impossibility to make reliable estimates. 
It seems better to avoid quoting figures which may only give misleading 
impressions and.to state simply that the damage was enormous and amounted 
to many lakhs of rupees. 


(#)—Public Buildings. Ms 


21. The damage done to public buildings of all kinds was exceptional; 
» Bevere, probably because many of them oceupy conspicuous and peor 
positions. , 
22. In Khulna 14 post offices, 19 disponsaries, 2 veterinary disperisarios, 
14 forest offices and 13 inspection bungalows were damaged. ‘The Relics, 
*lines gt Kiulna and Bagerhat were wrecked and many thana bop en 
pletely demolished. ~The total cost, of cyclone repairs to police buildings is 
estimated at Rs. #,81,300. In the jail and the excise buildings also very 
extensive aes will have td be carried out. he damages to such public 
offices as kanungos’, tahsildars’ and sub-rogietry offices will be borne by 
_ Government, while the District Board has to provide Rs. 11,150 for repairs to. 
© dispensaries, Rs. 2.900 for inspection, batgelaies, besides grants for Board 
, schools and aided schools and repairs to roads. The Khulna Municipality 
“also has to repair its buildings at an estimated cost of Rs, 2,500, 


na In Bakarganj district Ce balla did not suffer very much, except, 


* at Pi , where several ku Ww houses were * damaged. 
The Moviser: —_ fell on sate village sph ai at and. on the Police 
“Department. _ In the northern thanas as the Gossiiakd apnay. nonaues. Ur 
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umaghirs and temples. were demolished and images of the goddess Durga sae 
‘wore shattéred with the fall of the temples. _ \ : aie 

Several police buildings in Narail subdivision were levelled to the ground, 
and others were badly damaaleete the total cost of reconstruction and repairs « 
ig estimated at Rs. 19,400. Sehools, post-offices, dispensaries, inspection 
‘bungalows, ¢tc., also suffered just as in other districts. : 

+ In Faridpur the cost of repairs to buildings of the Public Works Depart- 

ment is estimated at Rs. 7,300, of the Police Department at Rs. 20,900, of the: 

District Board at Rs. 4,900 and of the Khas Mahal Department at Rs. 7,700. 

‘Threw Munsifs’ courts at Chikandi and the subdivisional offices at Gopalganj ° 
were blown down. Schools suffered severely and so also did the hutcha 

mosques of the Muhammadans. i jf 

The severity of the storm in Dacea district can be judged irom the fact 
that for 155 buildings maintained by the Pablie Works Department, nearly 
all of which are pucea or semi-pucea, the average damage was Rs. 1,300 per 
‘duilding.~ Lhe roofs of Government House and of the staff quarters were 
blowmoff'and the porch collapsed, while servants’ quarters, out-offices, hospitals, 
ete,, were laid flat with the ground. The avenues and many other fine trees 
which adorned.the new and the old cities were overthrown and, in falling, did. 
immense damage to electric light, telegraph and telephone wires as well as 
to houses and to compound walls... ‘The Military Police officers’ quarters and 
married men/s lines at the Pilkhana were shattered and so were also the semi | 
permanent civil court buildings at Munshigauj. At Singair, where the thana, 
buildings ‘had- only been constructed a year before, brick-nogged walle were 
badly cracked. Repairs to Public Works Department buildings and electric 
installations in Dacca district alone,are estimated to cost Rs, 2,16,000 besides 
Rs, 65,000 required for repairs to buildings maintained by the Police Depart- 
ment. No less than 96. post offices were demolished and 66 badly damaged. 
‘The District Board fared worst of all ; all thé 16 inspection bungalows in the 
district wete damaged more or less, and the out-houses of the Sabhar bungalow 
which had only just been completed, were totally wrecked. Five dispen- 
‘ saries will have to be rebuilt ‘at a cost of Rs. 81,000; Rs. 10,000 will be 
required for repairs to the remaining 15 ‘and the replacement of medicine 
destroyed will cost Rs. 5,000 more. . 

In some’ parts of Tippera district, the residences of Government officers 
- and public buildings, such as thanas, schools, dispensaries, sub-registry offices 
and post offices were damaged, bnt not to.a very serious extent. 

At several places in Mymensingh district most of the public buildings 
‘were wrecked. This was very noticeable at Gafargon, Iswarganj, Barhatta, 
Kendua, Notrakona, Kishorganj and Bajitpur. ‘The repairs to Public Works 
‘Department buildings are estimated to cost abour Rs. 13,000 and_ buildings 
maintained by the Volice, Department Rs. 83,000. The damage to dispensaries 
and inspection’ bungalows will cost the District Board Rs, 80,000. 

A special feature of the cyclone is the enormous number of school build- 
ings which suffered serious damage. The extent of-the loss can be gauged 
from the following figures which have been ‘carefully revised by the Inspec- 
tors of Schools ; 



























46 7,821 034 14,440 
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Total for all schools @xcept high 28,956 
schools and junior madrassas and 
schools al-ogether unaided. _ 1169 


‘Total ven |) °B,85,127 








‘The above are all boys’ schools. In Dacca Division 282 girls’ schools 
were also damaged and tho cost of repairs is estimated at Rs. 16,333. 
, 24. Towards the cost of reconstructing ard repairing the school bivild- 
ings Government has sanctioned liberal grants, and the District Boards have 
given special grants to the schools aided by them. ‘The local fespke are 
expected to contribute the remainder of the cost, which will probably be not 
less than 8 lakhs of rupees, For unaided primary schools, of which there 
are large numbers, it has not been possible to give any grant from State or 
District Board funds, but to assist the local people in restoring their primary 
schoul buildings, the Central Cyclone Relief Committee has given a special 
grant of Rs. 60,000 and smaller grants have also been made from district 
relief funds. 





(e) Communications. 


23,. Extensive damage. was suffered -by. the Bhairab-Mymensingh 
Railway. A large percentage of the stations and. staff quarters was blown 
down. These were only temporary structures; but the force of the wind 
was so great that it capsized two trains and overturned many _wagons 
stabled at wayside stations. Most of the pontoons and landing stages of 
the wagon ferry at Bhairab wore sunk, and damaged, ‘Two of the steamers 
were also sunk of which one has been refloated, but the. other 
became a complete wreck. ‘Traffic across, the river from Bhairab to Ashuganj 
was stopped for a month, and the train services between Biiairab and Kishor- 
ganj werd completely disorganized. The damages to this railway will, cost 
about 3 lakhs of rupees. On the Bhairab-Tangi and Dacca-Mymensingh 
lines the damage to quarters and stations was less serious, but, two wi 
blown, over at Dacca blocked the line for several hours, and the cutting of the 
embankment by storm waves made travelling from Narayanganj to Dacca very 
slow for some days. On the Khulna-Bagerhat line damage was done by 
storm waves cutting away the approaches to bridges ; a jetty also fell into the 
river ; but repairs will not be very expensive. 

District Board roads were damaged by stotm-waves in) Khulna 

‘district, -and it will cost Rs, 14,000 to repair them. The Madaripur 
BM Canal was very severely damaged. The greater part of the 
embankment from Haridaspur to Gopalganj was washed away, and along 
the canal proper there are many breaches and scours in the embankments. 
Most of the ppp on the banks Lines pet au tte ae 
_were sunk. At Narayanganj a portion of the pucca emi ‘ment ant 
. Poon jae: were smashed by flats pounding against them. At Bhairab 
also the pucea embankment on which some godowns stood was destroyed. 
In the south of Khulna district large areas of rice land are protected 
_by embankments, and it is estimated that the repair of the damage caused 
ib dail se smn od mgt Maga at xtnsvely 

pr district | i i was so extensively 
eee y irely reconstructed. In Dacea town the 
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have to spend Rs. 10:700 on repairs of this and other embanked roads. In | 
Bakarganj the District Board road passing through the bil area was damaged 
to the extent of about Rs. 5,000. an rae 

27. The Director of Telegraph Engineering reports that—“ This was the 
worst ¢yclone that ever affected the working of the telegraph lines. For 
miles and miles the telograph and telephone lines wore levelled to the ground. ° 
Rail posts were twisted round and broken; tubular masts 60 io 80 feet ins 
height with sa’ supports were destroyed beyond recognition. One of the rail 
masts, 90 feet high, near Narayanganj was twisted round and broken in two. - | 
Tho section of line between Manikganj and Dacca suffered the most. The | 
entire length was brought down by the storm and covered by large fallen 
trees. ‘To aggravate the situation this section was inundated to a height of 
3to4 fect. The main lines betwoon Dacca and Baider Bazar practically 
suffered the same fate. Similar damage was done in the Barisal and Khulna 
districts. The entire telephone systems at Dacea and Narayanganj were 
practically levelled to the ground; the exchange at Dacea was unroofed. 
Two cables across the Meghna near Baider Baar failed during the storm so 
did the cables at Narayanganj and near Munshiganj. The failure of the cables” 
is attributable to their having been dragged by the anchors of boats and 
steam launches that were sunk during the storm. This is the principal 
damage done to the lines of the Dacca Division. As a matter of fact, 80 per 


» cent. of the total mileage of lines.and wires was down.” 


28. The officers of the Telegraph Dopartment rose to. the occasion, 
promptly organized parties to make temporary arrangements and, by dint of 
unsparing toil under conditions of great difficulty, communication between 
Dacea and Comilla was restored by midday on the ist Oetober, and all lines 
were working again by the evening of the 8th. The restoration of the tele- 
grapli and telephone lines cost the department over Rs. 20,000 in cash and* 
about Rs. 50,000 in stores. The replacement of the cables that failed will 
involve a further expenditure of Rs. 40,000. spans 


(ad) River Craft. 


29, An enormous amount of damage was done by wind and waves to 
river craft. Vessels of all kinds, large and small, owned by Indians and 
Europeans, suffered equally, Omitting boats which were refloated witlrout 
serious damago it is reported that altogether 11,999 boats were irretrievably 
lost, or so shattered that they eould not be used again without being repaired 
at considerable expense. “The atest loss naturally fell on the India 
General Navigation Ruilway and Rivers Steam Navigation Companies’; but to 
hundreds of petty traders and boat owners the cyclone must have caused the 
loss of practically all they had inthe world. Many of the country boats lost 
wore of considerable capacity and contained valuable cargoes of jute,tice, ~ 
and other commodities.’ It would be impossible to obtain a reliable estimaio 
of the total losses, and no useful purpose would be served by an attempt to 
express them in figures; © me " 

3. At Khulna, at the point where the three rivers join, the SS." 
“Arjuna” sank. Eleven lives and all the cargo were Tost. The flat 
“Bellona * sank in the Sundarbats. Six other steamers and 9 flats were 
badly grounded and°7 steamers and 14 flats suffered damage to vessels. ar 
cargoes. All of’the above belonged fo the two big river steamer companies. 
Tn addition, other companies also lost or aubieduae’ damage to their ano 
and flats. The country hoats irretrievably lost numbered 1,269, of which no 
Jess than 800 were in Khulna thana, where the steamer comy 0 
incurred the greatest part of theirloss.. sas aie nt 

In inj 25 large native cargo boats and 66 
Ono of these was a boat carrying 1,000 maunds of salt 
Gaurnadi and another sank near Barisal with 200 maunc 

In Narail subdivision 68 country boats Se 
covered, but, theit cargoes, which were mostly 
In Faridpur district 


qy 






q flat ] 


‘sank 


: 1,200 boats 
ng owned by the India Genoral Navigation and Railway and 
1 Xeviation Companies at Narayanganj, 6 fats were sank, 11 wero 
r and 12 others took in water by which the cargoes were damayed. 
of the jettios at Naspingant Railway Station were practically destroyed 
and pont sunk, Boats of all sizes ware piled up against them ate 
~ wind, ‘the effect being to crush the jetty girders which collaps Half of 
_ the roof of thé Steamer Company's flat “Tegra” was lifted bodily by the 
~ wind, and blown over the station buildings and the railway tracks and depo- 
_ sited on a vacant space without doing any damage in its flight. A small 
country boat caught fire in the Sitalakhya khal and the fire spread to two 
jute-ladon flats which broke from their moorings and were driven against the 
, and close toa bungalow which was also burnt. The blaze attained 
_ great proportions, and ultimately the flats had to he sunk to prevent the fire 
: pecading further. Every flat in the river at Narayanganj was damaged’ by 
collision either with other flats or with masonry structures on shore. The 
“Ganges” had her bows staved in and the * Rajkot” a hole 11 feet long in 
her side. The flats “Passar” (voal-laden) and “ Puddah” (jute-laden) 
- were driven first from Gopchar where their moorings broke into the Sital- 
lakhya khal. Here they collided with the “Nudwa” (fat) and. drove. her 
through two of Messrs. M. David & Oo,'s jetties. ‘These are made of teak 
wood (solid 14 inches square). The “ Nugwa” was finally driven into the 
verandah of the ven assorting shed ; her name-plate and chapper boing 
left: plastered on the wall of the factory. With a change of the wind the 
“ Passar ” and “ Pudda” wore carried clear of the khal and stranded on the 
east bank of the Lakhya by the Angus Pross. Sitallakhya point, jutting out 
into the face of the storm, was a natural landing place for wreckage and in the. 
‘ing the flats “Rajkot,” “ Hilsamari,” “ Nudwa,’ a Bengal and Assam 
‘barge, the “ Tumsar” and many smaller craft were stranded 


In other parts of ca district thé Steamer Companies sustained the 
wing damages ; viz :—15 flats, 3 steamers, 9 harget 1 steam Jaanch 
mtoon damaged, one steamer sank. ‘The SS.-“ Bombay " had 
avery experience. The second serang was blown away with the 
cabin on the upper deck in which he was sleeping and no trace,of him 
ever found. steamer grounded about 5 miles above Lohajang up 
till February it had not been possible to refloat her, At Dacca four launches 
w unk, including the “ Diana” of the Police Department, and 5 launelies 
jute firms were sunk at Narayanganj. The number of country boats 
is reported as 7,513 for the whole district. of which more 
| Naravanganj subdivision, ‘The number would have been 
that ‘the foul weather during the day warned thi 
before the storm assumed serious | ions. 
jorted to have been lost in a 
re recovered. At Ajabpur, on tl 
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certainty, + y i 
i * (@) Standing crops and trees. 


$2. The only jute still standing at the time of the cyclone was the 
rtion left for seed. ‘This was a total loxs ; for all the seed was blown away, 
ortunately, the lurgest seed-producing areas were not within ‘the area ~ 
severely affected by the cyclone ; but the demand for seed tnis year will be 
so much greater than usual that there may be a shortage in some places. 
The Agricultural Department has arranged for a considerable stock to supply 
the noods of those who lost their seed crop and cannot get good seed in the * 
market. The areas where it seems likely that there will be the greatest need * 
for seed are Mollahat. in Khulna, Gopalganj subdivision, Sibehar an Madayipar; 
Harirampur and Singair in Manikganj subdivision ; Rupganj thana and other 
places on the banks of the Lakhya. 
38, The cyclone occurred at.a time-when the paddy crop was generally 
well established and able to stand rough treatment... There was only one 
variety in flower at tle time, which was the early vafigty of broadcast paddy 
usually known a8 Lakhidigha. The damage done to this variety was very 
great ; perhaps as much as 75 per cent. of the crop was lost ; but fortunately 
the area occupied by this variety is very small in comparison with. the later” 
kinds of aman. 
84. ‘The rain and the flood caused severe damage to late transplanted 
paddy in Khulna; but in other pacts of the district the erop was improved 
by the sweet water. In Bakarganj there was no appreciable damage, and the 
cyclone was very beneficial to the paddy crop, both transplanted. and broad- 
cast. Faridpur district and Narail subdivision produce only the broadcast 
varieties of paddy. The storm uprooted and earried away a large portion of 
the crop in the bils and, where the land wag higher, damage was done by ~~ 
masses of water-hyacinth and other weeds being driven on to the paddy — 
which they choked and killed. So far as Narail and Gopalganj subdivisions» 
are concerned, the paddy crop is reported to have proved hight in the ear, and — 
the, subdivisional officers’ estimate the damage caused by the eyelone at a half 
of the paddy crop. These estimates seem however to be somewhat pessimistic. 
In the other subdivisions of Faridpur less damage was done, and the crop was 
vot much below normal. In Dacca district some broadcast paddy in di! land | 
was uprooted ; but the crop in those areas is always precarious, and in Bil ” 
Belai the raiyats reaped the best erop they have had for a decade. North of the 
Dhaleswari where transplanted paddy is grown the crop was benefited greatly 
by the rain which accompanied the cyclone, In ‘Tippera the little damage to 
broadcast paddy was more than compensated by the gain to the transplanted 
crop. In Mymensingh even broadcast paddy was improved on the whole, for 
rain had been badly needed ; and, to transplanted paddy the gain was very 
great. 
35. On the whole the outturn of paddy ay to have been at least 
as good as it would have been if the cyclone not occurred. * ‘ 
36. The cyclone caused great havoc among trees. According to custom, , 
the raiyat is entitled tothe fruit of a peo the timber belongs to the 
landlord. The destruction of fruit trees is. a loss to the raiyat which it’ will 
take many years to replace. Few date and cocoanut palms were blown down, 
but man; re feetel-nut) trees fell or were broken and killed. In those 
parts of Khu na, Bakarganj and Jessore districts where the storm was most 
intense it is estimated that at least one-half of the supard trees were destroyed, 
and in some places entire groves were swept to the ground. .'Thé loss of the _ 
betel-nuts and cocoanuts blown away by the wind fell héavily on poor raiyars 
srholat list ‘tous ef the’ yese Acpond Ga ee enle pital ay sacle eat 
reset ‘In the mortern half of pee bry raiyats rely largely baie ws 
jack fruit to their rent. oug] aps, not more than 10, per cent. 
of the jack fat trees were blown down, even that is 9 Serious cane ia 4 
a Seo, belgtherit eat) ses represent sa aah [oot iy : 
i 16 pan tations asent costly 
cultivation in, Ane Province. pe rows and lines of carefully 
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disputes ; but a bundle of jute is not an article that can be identified with 


















APE TESST am 


PLEMENT TO, THs CALCUTTA GAZETTE, MARCH 17, 1920. 987 





sie A SR i 
creepers, on theit slender supports, lightly screened above and around, were 
_ thrown violently to the'ground and most of the plants’ were killed. Exeept- 
ing those’ in specially sheltered positions, the cyclone spared hardly any and 
the loss inflicted was enormous. Fortunately the éaro’s, who cerry on this 
+ form cf cultivation, are better ablé than most classes of the community to, 
\ bear a heavy loss. ) ‘ 

48, The raiyats were deprived of another valuable source of food by the 

+ Wholosale destruction of plantain trees. Clumps of bamboos also suffered 

severely, most of them were broken, but many were even: uprooted.’ Timber 
trees and trees of all kinds fell or were shattered and broken. Thoso that 
fell were very useful for the rebuilding of houses. In fact, the demand was 
so great in many places that for some days a single bamboo could not. 
bought for less than a rupeo. In the gazaré forests in the north of Dacca 
district it is estimated that from 10 to 20 por cent. of the trees fell. ‘This 
however was no loss ; for the forests needed thinuing and the royalty on the 
fallen timber in the Bhawal Wards’ estate alone is expected to yield 11} lakhs 
of rupees. Not much damage was done to the Sundarbans forest, and it was 
mostly confined to trees on the water's edge. The: blastiag effects of the 
storm were shown iby the leaves of the bamboos which still stood turning 
yellow. At many’ places, particularly Narayanganj, all the leaves were 
stripped off the trees; but never was the enormous recuperative power of 
nature shown more strikingly. Within 10 days the treos, even many of those 
which had fallen, had put on new leaves. Within a month a casual traveller 
ts have found little in'the general appearance of the country to make him 
ealize that there had ever been a cyclone. 4 

















SECTION IV.—Organization of Rel 





(a) General conditions. 


39, The ‘situation created by the sudden destruction of houses and 
property was complicated by the economic conditions prevailing at the time. 
Tho already existing problems of providing food and clothing were greatly 
intenéifiad and problems.of providing shelter and preventing disease were 
-added. Harly in June the price of rico had begun to’ rise from causes 
connected with the war and failure of crops in India, So far as the. agri- 
cultural population was concerned this was counterbalanced by tho high prices 
ruling for jute (Rs. 14 to Rs. 20 per maund), so that, in spite of the dearness 
ef cloth, kerosine oil, sugar and condiments, cultivators were sufficiently well 
off. The’ high prices bore most hardly on the industrial and middle class 
population with small incomes and, after these, on the landless labourers ; 
these classes constitute considerable sections of the population, more parti~ 
eularly in‘the towns and in the subdivisions of Munshiganj and Madaripur. 

40. Early in August jt was apparent that supplies of rice were short 

/-and ccektaentty priceserose enormously. probably a good deal more than 
the situation justified. This was met by the introduction of a system of 
importing rice from Burma to Caleutta and Chittagong, where it was bought by 
faders or agents approved by District Magistrates, conveyed by them to the 
districts and sold at controlled rates. Prices of common balam went up as 
high as Rs.013, but gradually came down, as Burma rice,got into the local 
markets, to between Rs. 9 and Rs. .10 per maund just before the cyclone. 
At various places committees had been formed to supply Burma rice at 
controlled retail prices to poor people ; these committees did very useful work 
afterwards in connection’ with cyclone relief. 4 

41. As already said, the prices of jute in the early part of the season 
were extraordinarily high, but traders were not inclined to take more than 
enough to cover saat eeanaliate requirewents, and many raiyats also held 
back hoping for still bigger prices. Early in September, instead of rising, 

_ prices of jute suddenly fell by about 50 per cent. and have remained practi- 

‘teady at about that level. Disappointed in their hopes of extraordinary 

and no longer able to meet the enhanced cost of food and other 
sae pio ie ; i 
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commoditits, the raiyats were erushed by the, disaster of the cyclone, but. 
without the very high prices prevailing in-the early part of the jute season, 
their condition would have been far worse. It is calculated that the area 
under jute jin the eyclone-affected tract is about 872,000 acres and that. 
the erop ‘obtained in.1919 was 136 lakhs of maunds, out of which the raiyats 
“had, by the 31st December, sold 85 lakhs of maunds for: about 8 crores of 
rupees, while 51 lakhs of maunds, worth about 255 lakhs of rupees, still 
yemained in their hands (vide Appendix C). * 

42. With the collapse of the market, all jute business eame to a’ stand— 
still early in September and was not resumed to any extent until the end of 
Noyember. Having nothing to sell except their jute, cultivators were pinched 
for money and credit was unobtainable. Money however was imperativély 
required to rebuild their houses and to buy food. For their relief it was. 
necessary to distribute agricultural loans on a large scale. Still worse was 
the condition of non-cultivators, especially infirm people, widows and orphans. 
For these it was necessary to organise gratuitous relief in rice to keep them 
from starvation, in cash to help them to re-erect. their houses and in cloth to 
enable them to appear decently. public. Something also had to be done for 
the preservation of life among professional beggars whose needs could not at: 
such a time be met by private charity. For poor Ghadralols some special. form 
‘of relief had to be devised which would not expose their misery to the public: 
and take away their self-respect. For the people in general who suffered 
from the cyclone and who could not aflord to buy local rice it was necessary 
to make cheap Burma rice available at all the principal markets. 





(&) Immediate Relief. 


43. Tho cyclone had disorganized all telegraphic, postal, river, rail and 
road communications and in any case it was absolutely necessary to give 
some immediate relief before Government orders could be obtained. The 
District Officers rose to the occasion, The Collector of Dacca temporarily 
appropriated a fund of’ which he was trustee and distributed Rs, 70 in 
each of the 325 unions in the district. This relief was distributed within 
a week after the cyclone through gazetted officers, all of whom were actively 
employed on relief work throughout the Puja vacation. At the same time 
relief ¢ircles were formed and constituted the basis of the complete organisa~ 
tion subsequently developed. = 

On the 1st October Government gave by telegram carte blanche autho- 
rity vo all Collectors to doall that was essential to relieve distress. _Unfor- 
tunately full advantage of this could not be taken immediately bezause the 
treasuries did not reopen for business until the 21th October. In the 
Madaripur and Gopalganj subdivisions of Faridpur district a network of 
relief committees was organized within a week after the cyclone by. the 
Collector and Subdiyisional Officers, enthusiastically supported by non-official 
gentlemen. The funds immediately necessary were procured by taking 
temporary advances from loan banks and the Districf Board.” 

_ In Mymensingh the Collector came to the conclusion that the most 
important and urgent need was to bring down the price of rice while at the 
same time he gave relief in cases of destitution. The energies of the district. 
staff were concentrated chiefly on measures to make Burma tice available at 
a low uniform, price throughout the district. Money was borrowed from a 
Court of Wards‘estate, and rice was taken on credit from importers at 
Bhairab. > 4, 

_ The District Board of Khulna made a _grant.of Rs. 5,000 with which 
rice, dal and salu were bought. and supplied for sale at police and forest 
stations. Rice and cash were also given away gratuitously in necessitous 
cases. Some. relief committees were constituted in those early days and 
were followed by the formation of local committees of the Bengal Relief Fund 
on the 8th and 9th October, 


- The Subdivisional Officer made a -tour throughout the affected area.of 
rmed ten 


Narail subdivision immediately after the cyclone and form i 
committees, each of which realized local subscriptions and gave doles of rice - 
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to the most neeessitous cases. «Unfortunately the Officiating Colldctor was 
ill and the Subdivisional Officer's reports were not communicated to Govern- 
ment por ‘was any action taken on them until the permanent Collector 
(Mr. Manooch) returned from leave on. the 20th October. In Bakarganj 
district the Collector received contributions of Rs: 200 from the Bidyasagar , 
Memorial Fund and of Rs. i50 from the Bengal Relief Fund. This money 
was distributed‘ through. Government officers and missionaries Mla in 

. the affected tract. In Tippera district a grant of Rs. 3,000 was made from 
a relief fund previously et by Mrs. K. ©. De and with this money 
rice and cloth were distributed through-Subdivisionai Ofticers. 

. 44, From the 4th to the 11th October the Hon'ble Mr. J, G. Cumming, 
Member of the Executive Council, Bengal, toured! in the districts of Mymen- 
singh Dacea, Paridpur and Khulna. Ho saw the damage done by the cyclone, 
inspected the relief measures already at work and discussed “with local 
officers the lines on which the further relief still required should be given. 
On returning to Calcutta he drew up a note of instructions to me containing 
a complete scheme of relief organization. Mr. Cumming's visit had. greatly 
encouraged the local officers, inspired them with confidence and helped them ~ 
with advicé as to methods of organization. A copy of his instraction to md 
‘was also sent to each Collector. On my return from leave on the 10th 
October I was placed in general charge of all refief operations in Dacca 
Division and subsequently aiso in Khulna and Jessore districts. In 'Tippera 
district the relief work remained under the Commissioner of the Chittagong 
Diyision. 

45. On the 3rd October an appeal over the signature of His Excellency 
the Governor of Bengal was issued for help'to the people in distress owing 
to the cyclone and on 15th October a meeting was held to inangurate the 
Gyelone Central Relief Committee, of which His Excellency. became 
président. 

46. The Hon'ble Mr. Camming was Chairman of the Executive 
Committee which administered the Cyclone Relief Fund, and he also superin- 
tended the relief provided from State funds. Throughout the operations 
I received from him constant instructions and advice and am greatly indebted 
to him for help and encouragement. 


(e) Systematic Organisation. 


47. The first step in the development of systematic operations was to 
divide the whole of the affected area into relief circles, each of which was. 
placed under a Circle Relief Officer, assisted by one or more other officers 
aceording to the size and importance of the circle. To co-ordinate relief 
work and prevent. overlapping, non-official’ relief agencies were persuaded, 
as far“as possible, to take entire responsibility for the relief of entire 
unions. Circle Relief Officers were instructed and supervised by Subdiyi- 
gional Officers who, in their turn, were directed and inspected by the 
Coliector. The relief cireles formed in each district are recorded in Appen= 
dix D. . 

48. Within each circle various ‘committees were formed to assist the 
Gircle Relief Officer with information, to prepare lists of persons in need of 
the vatious forms of relief and to distribute gratuitous relief under the super- 
yision of the Circle Relief Officer. Where the system was fully developed a 
relief committee was formed for cach union and was constituted with the 
members of the union committee and panchayat as the nucleus and additional 
menibers co-opted or appointed for the purpose. ‘The members of’ any non- 
official relief agency working in the union were asked to joi the union relief, 
committee. Throughout Dacea district, the Sadar and Bagerhat suddivisions 
of Khulna and in Narail subdivision, union relief committees. were formed, 
‘Thana relief committees were established in Faridpur district and also subsi- 


‘nor was there a separate aed chat ees each union, Pan sry 
thana : committees in na and Faridpur was to arrange for the 
i Sectional soe of supplies of Burma rice. In Mymensingh little, and 


i ee commntices, but the latter did not take the local panchayat as their 
wark of 
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in Tipperafand Bakarganj no help. was received from Jocal committees, but 
ae lists ‘were Premera by presidents or tahsil panchayats: In all districts . 
it was the duty of the Cirle Relief Officer to check in each union the relief 
lists Preparpd by the local agency, to see that they were hot only com- 
plete but also that they did not include persons to whom relief should: ie 
“not be given and that the form of relief recommended in each was Sree: ‘ 
priate to the circumstances. When the Circle Relief Officer had checke ; 
the relief lists and ordered the form and amount of relief to be given , 
to each person. one day in the week was notified on which relief was 
distributed according to the sanctioned list. All disbursements were entered 

in a relief statement in form E-1 and ina ticket given to the recipient in *_ 
form E-2. It was the duty of the Circle Relief Officer to arrange to furnish =~ 
the relief committees with the necessary supplies of cash, rice and cloth for 

the weekly distributions. The Circle Kelief Officers reported their require- 
ments to the subdivisional officer who informed: the Collector, The number 

of official relief committees formed in each district is shown, in Appendix £. 

49. The preparation and ebecking of relief lists tooky a long.timo be-. 
cause the officers deputed to relief work were jnadequate in number, and’ 
many of them were juniors and strangers to the eseint: People could not be” 
left without food or shelter ; so, in the beginning relief was disbursed as well 
as it could be done on the basis of unchecked lists. ig 

50. Daring the Puja vacation all available executive officers were em 
ployed solely on relief work, but when the courts reopéned (he ordinary work 
of administration had to be carried on and a special corps of relief officers 
had to be organised from officers deputed from the Settlement, Co-operative, 
Agricultural and Excise Depariments and from’ other distriets. Ultimately 
88 sub-depu'y collectors, 14 kanungos, 13 co-operative department officers, 

46 agricultural officers and 5 excise officers joined for relief work ; but many 
of the sub-deputy collectors and kanungos did not join until November. 

51. To provide Circle Relief Officers with the necessary supplies of rice, 
cloth and seeds depéts were established at the. plaeés mentioned in Appen- 

ix F. 




















52. To.convey matevials to the depdts and from depéts to distributing 
‘centres, boats were hired or borrowed and. launches were employed to tow 
them. ‘For this purpose and to enable the superior officers to travel quickly 
when inspecting and directing relie? work 12 large’Government launches and 
12 river police patrol laanches were placed at my disposal and allotted to 
Collectors and other officers according to their needs. j " 


(@) Relief from private funds supplementing State relief. 


53. The principles determining the division between the relief to be 
‘iven from State funds and that to be provided by public charity were. laid, 
own by the Hon'ble Mr. Cumming in a memorandum which was adopted by 

the Executive Committee of the Uyclone Central Relief Fund. The conelu- 
sion arrived at is briefly as follows :— 

“ While Government will pay forgratuitous relief to the absoltitely needy, for the loth 
which isgiven free to the needy; for the initial purchase of ri¢e supplies which are spacially~ 
imported by Government and sold at cheap rates and for any loss thereon, for loans f 
all purposes to agricnlturists, for all the incidental charges and for most of the tmnsport 
charges, and while District Boards may pay for all the medical help required, charitable — 
relief funds shdnld« meet the charges of all that is given beyond thebe. Government 
ee and of all that is given to persons other than the recipients of Government 
relief.” 


SECTION V.—Gratuitous relief in rice. 


_ 54. Food’ was provided for those unfortunate people on chars who lost 
their all, for widows and orphans and for adalts tip alt ov infirm to work nett aio 
having no earning member in the family and no other means support. 
Some provision also had to be made for professional but as soon.as ~ 
it became apparent vhat this class were again able to- themselves, # 


‘ a's 
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~ gholora outfits. | A fifth ‘Sub-Assistant Suzgeon was sent to Sahat to fetch “chlorinated 
ie. and to wire to Kasauli for’anti-cholera vaccine. 
further Sub-Assistant ‘was sent on ard Octatieg: tx jang with haters 
“oaifit and on the Sth October the Sub-Assistant 8 argeon who had retarned from Calcutta 
‘was sent to Lohajang with chlorinited lime. On the same day three Deputy Sanitary 
+ Commissioners and another ‘medical officer of the Health Department arrived in ‘the, 
district ard went to Lehajang.. The staff deputed there with the addition of another 
Sab-Assistant Surgeon sent on the 6th were placed under the orders of the aaa 
Senile Commissioners who divided areas to be protected between theiselves. 
bi 'y the sapernumerary medical officer of the Health Department teft for agar: 
ish Ges) dilate Snes Dealinty Cocassialinabe. was een} to the Lagbigendi rte 

The result of the protection given in those areas was that suspected cases of cholera 

were a acieity treated and disease generally was kept under control. 
Special ‘assistance was also given to the towns of Narayanganj and Dacca, 

In Dacea where the streets were blocked by fallen trees and honses, preventing 

the removal of deat nalaiit afd vata \autthe circulation of the night-soil carts, the 
services of convicts from the jail were placed at the disposal of the Health Officer 
and the manicipality were able to get thoir,sewage service going within 15 days, 
“In Narayanganj the District Board assisted in removing trees blocking the road to 
‘the trenching-ground. This municipality was caught by the cyclone when its funds were 
at a very low ebb owing to collection being deferred as the result of assessment appeals 
and Bs. 10,000 was lent to it by the firm of Messrs, Chamaria & Co, through the District 
Magistrate to enable the municipality to rebuild their sweeper lines and repair the 
damages to sanitary earts and losses of cattle required to maintain their sanitary, 
services, Owing to the matter being urgent and the bank being closed, it was necossary 
to have recourse to private assistance. 

Tn the third week of October it was dasided to allocate the Deputy Sanitary Commis- 
sloners with thelr staffs of doetors in the following mannor >— 


“Dr. Sufi, Deputy Sanitary Commissioner, Munshiganj subdivision, with five doctors 
under him ; 
De: Roy, Dopnty Henitary Commiesioner, Mantlcgan} subdivision, with ond dostor 
him; 
Dr. Ei sige Deputy Sanitary Commissioner, Sadar and Narayanganj, with 
‘one doctor under him. 


By the end of October all the three Deputy Sanitary Commissioners were recalled 
by the orders of the Sanitary Commissioner and temporary Assistant Surgeon “Chandy 
Charan Mitter relieved Dr, Sufi, the Deputy Sanitary Commissioner in charge of 
Munshiganj subdivision, 

Special measures.—In Narayanganj subdivision there was au outbreak of choles in « 
mild form towards the egd of November in the Narsingdi and Rupganj areas, bat it was 
in no case directly attributable to the cyclone, nor was there any abnormal increase in 
seasonal disease or mortality. This was also true of North and South Sadar: as in 
Narayanganj subdivision the circumstances were not such ag to render nevossary special 
measures on an extensive scale. 

» It was only in Manikganj, which bore bad reputation for diseas, and in Munshi- 
ganj, where the presence of. large numbers of dead bodies of men and animals made an 
epidemic probable, that special precautionary measures were essential. 

Io. Manikganj the District Board sanctioned Rs. 550 for chlorogen and bleaching 

Seventeen parties of two men each, under the sapere of voluntary workers, 
Tiomatod ‘ected 191 wells and 8 tanks in Manikganj, Singair and Harirampur thanas; the 
effect of these measures was that incipient cholera in the latter two thanas subsided to a 
Bteat extent. 

In Manshiganj more elaborate measures wore take 
dead bodies, the following precautionary steps were taken :— 


* (1) establishment of temporary dispensaries ; 
(2) disinfection of sources of water-supply ; 
(8) anti-sholera inoculation ; 
© (A) arrangements for frov vaccination iv the Lehajang area ; and 
(5) propaganda of simple sanitary rules. 











Apart from the disposal of 





A floating dispensary with necessary sibsins and equipment, was established in a 
. boat, whieh was io move amongst the Padma chars off Lohajang. ‘The effect was 

to ‘the spread of cholera and small-pox which began to appear gradnally, though 
fe time after the cyclone. This dispensary with one of the relief of in 
arg “puroarens trea cere sino pp rrniap pe Mel ra malin Ther aba 
were | to be very conservative and were not easily persuaded to 
tages offered its movements were also curtailed by 
ission of the Civil Surgeom, it was. 





























— es 





ae) a " : 
e ginoubé diponsary with two haan Surgeons geo whi ‘by the medical unit 
of the Bengal Relief Fand at Gram Wari opposite the chars. They gave 
medical relief to 1,662 persons, The main disease and namber of pat ta, treated gong " 

dispensaries and Aasistent 8 ‘Surgeons are noted below — 





& ‘umber of onsen treated oy the two special slapansaries and Ansiatant 
‘Surgeons up to ard January. 








# cago vali ome ‘Number of 
* WS, deaths, 
(A) Floating dispensary ae Not roportod. 
(B) Assistant Surgeon dnd. dostora (Cholera 268 51 from cholera. 
under him. { Malaria 1,267 
x Influenza... 192 5: 
Total... 1,787 
(®), Medical anit of Bengal Relief (Cholera eT) Not reported. 
Committee, {is 


GRAND TOTAL ... 4,413 


Disinfection of water-supply —Soventy-three tanks were treated with chloride of lime 
‘This, with the disinfection measures taken in Manikganj, brought up the total to 191 
wells and 81 tanks treated. In some cases the owners refused to allow disinfection, but 
‘epecial efforts were made to cnsure thorough treatment of villages where cholera occurs 
yearly, in Lohajang, Srinagar and ‘T'angibari thanas. 
lera invoulation,—Karly efforts to introduce inoculation failed owing to the 
amistrust of the people, and it was not until an epidemic of cholera broke out in Brahman- 
igaon village in Lohajang circle that its utility was recognized. Two hundred and thirteen 
persons were inoculated and only 10 cases of the disease occurred among inoculated 
persons, with the result that the demand for inoculation greatly inereused and Jed to a 
mporiage of yaccine. All doctors were supplied with a travelling box containing medicine 
for treatment of cholera, inoluding Sir I.. Rogers’ apparatus for saline transfusion. 
Mortality —The figures for mortality in the district from Ist October, to Ist January 
are given below, The area described a8 unaffected are the thahas Shibalay, Gheor anid 
Daulatpur, The remainder of the district is regarded as affected— 








Affected area. 
Cholera 1,258 ff 
Small-pox 398 
Other diseases es eh 10 (92,552 
Cholera seni hak 
Small-pox rey 
: Other diseases sa zt sis 1838 


‘The part of the distriet affected by the eyelone was Epona 11 tithes the area of the 
part wuaffected, and as the density of popnlation i the lattar $8 about half that in Stinagar 
and Munshigan} thanas it does not appear that there has been any serious increage in the 











number of deaths from disease in the area visited by the storm. 
Value of the measures.—The fact testifies to the value of the measures adopted. Such 
natural calamities as the cyclone are not. infrequently followed by the outbreak of 





epidemics scarcely less formidable than the calamity they follow, It was not without 
reason that the esd hea of such an epidemic was Tporebegiaa in the Lohajang and other 
affected areas, and the benefit of the measures should be jndged rather | 
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A199. foribla faliet of disieeus aisied by the cyclone; expenditure fr 
~ State funds has been incurred under the following fess See ion 
“ Q agricultural loans ; ’ : 
2) seed loans; | : gs 
‘ (OR \itigeabaitone distribution of cash ; 
i 5 payments under paddy-husking scheme ; 


5) gratuitous distribution of rice ; 
6) provision of: cheap rice ; 
: gratuitous distribution of cloth ; 





8) provision of cheap cloth ; 
9) establishment ;, 
ti} contingencies and miscellaneous ; 
\ _ . (11) travelling allowances, 


¢ 

Expenditure under heads (1) and (2) is recoverable. but expenditure 
under all other heads formé a final chatge against State funds. The Gavern- 
ment of India have sanctioned the debiting of charges under heads (8) to (11) 
to the general head “ $3—Famino Relief."" The effect of this sanction is that 
three-fourths of the charge will be met from Imperial and the remaining 
one-fourth from Provineial revenues. 


¢ ‘4 Agricultural loans. 


100. The total amount distributed as agricultural loans was 
Rs. 12,55,090, of which Rs. 8,17,040 was spent in Dacea district alone, Loans 
were given to 120,942 men forming 11,808 groups: Statement I shows 
the amount distributed as loans in each district and each subdivision 
and the number of persons to whom loans, have been given. Government 
Sanctioned a total grant of Rs. 19,70,000 for agricultural loans including 
seed Joans, but it was not found necessary to issue’the whole amount. The 
total actual expenditure was as follows :— 





Rs. 

Agricultural loans of a3 ae 12,558,090 
Seed loans... > ay wl 101,641 
Tot — sa.  13,56,731 

Seetiote 


“ee Seed Touns. 


101. Seed loans to the value of Rs. 1,01,641 have been issued. State- 
ment II shows thé amount of seed loans issued in each district and each 
subdivision and the number of men who have been given loans. 1 
- Some cultivators preferred to purchease seed instead of taking it on 
loan. Seed worth Rs. 2,928 was sold to them. “ © 

. Twenty-eight thousand six hundred and seventeen maunds of rabi seed, 
-sworth- Rs: 2,80,175, was purchased by Government and a further sum of 
‘Rs. 32.029 was incurred as freight and other incidental charges, including tempo- 

rary establishment and contingencies, in connection with distribution of seed. 
Owing to the grest difficulty of ostimating needs, the whale quantity of seed 

*purchased was not issued. In particular, mnstard appears to have been 

‘purchased much in excess of requirements. The surplus has to. be 
~ gold of. and the major portion has been sent to Calcutta, where it is expected 
0 ‘a fair pried, and a small portion is being disposed of locally. It. is 
‘that. Government ywill incur a loss of Rs. 82,756, inclu 
} for establishment and conti ies in connection with se 
the price of seed has since the date of purchase 
‘in connection with seed loans, the Director of 
allotment of Rs. 3,00,430 ge reserve of 
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Rs. 7,00,000 placed at iy aieposal for agriculéurallodns.” When all roesipts 


d charges are adjusted by the Accountant-Genoral, Bengal. the not loss. 
pee ee iy Naverninatt will have to be rate by him from the head 
* Agricultural Loans ” to“ 38—Famine Relief.” ee 


Fi * 
: Gratuitous relief in cash and under the paddy-husking scheme.. 


102. The sum 6f Rs, 54.700 has been spent’on gratuitous relief in cash 
and Rs. 5,543 under the paddy-husking scheme. Statements IV and V show 
districts and subdivisions in which relief was given in these forms and the 
amount spent in each and the number of persons relieved. The aver 
cost per head varies from Ro, 1-0-7 per week in ‘Khulna to Rs, 2-8-1] in 
Tippera.’ The variation is due mainly to the fact that in some districts lump. 
sums varying from Re. 1 to Re. 6 were given at the beginning of operdtions 
instead of regular weekly or fortnightly doles. : 

103. The cyclone occurred just before the Puja holidays and by the time: 
when the magnitude of the calamity was known, the treasuries were 
ciosed. The district officers had therefore no alternative but to borrow 
money for distributing immediate relief to the people in greatest distress. 
Thus the District Officer of Dacca borrowed ‘xbout Rs. 32,000° partly from 
a fund in his charge and partly from a private gentleman. The money was. 
repaid shortly after the treasury reopened. 

104. The calamity was so sudden‘and its magnitude so great that there 
was no time to form even approximate estimates of the amount of relief 
necessary from State funds and to obtain proper sanction’ before incurring 
expenditure. At the beginning of October the Government of Bengal with 
laudable coutage granted district officers carte-blanche authority to incur 


expenditure on immediate relief in urgent cases, cautioning them at the same — 








. 


time that the carte-blanche authority should be resorted to only to the. 


extent of real necessity. In some districts, the treasury was opened on the 
6th October in oder to draw money for cyclone relief. The cart2-blanche 
authority was withdrawn onthe 8th November, when all previous expendi- 
ture was regularised by Government according sanction thereto. 


Provision of cheap rice and gratuitous distribution at Government expense. 


105, Stateinent VI shows quantity and value of rice purchased, the 
quantity distributed free or sold and the Joss incurred by Government in each 
district, Of the rice purchased. the following quantities were sent by tho 
Director of Civil Supplies, and the remainder was purchased from local 
dealers who were permitted to import Burma rice into the district :— 


Mas, Rs, 
Dacca. + 81,440 worth  4,88,15 
Paridpur 25,102 » 1,959,105 
Khulna 12,525 91,899 





The quantity shown against Faridpur excludes 7/565 maunds of rice 
worth Rs. 45,999 sent by the Director of Civil Supplies! toe that district, but 
et for direct: by the Cyclone Central Relief Committee and 936 maunds worth 
pare sent to Rajbari, a part of the district which was not affected -by the 
cyclone 
106. ‘The Director of Civil Supplies obtained a grant of 7 lakhs of rupees 
for payment of the value of rice purchased by him and the Collector of 
i A ep obtained a grant of two lakhs of rapees for a like In 
ot! 


Tr casos payments for rice and incidental expenses were made either ‘from ‘ 


the grants sanctioned for gratuitous: relief, by drawing money from the 
treasury on the ‘carte-blanche authority given Government or from the 
weed ‘hae of tice feet ee Hines Civil ioS or purchased 
jocally. It was, irregular to utilize the sale-proeeeds of riee to’ purchase 
further quantities» of rice, but the cireumstances were -special and the 
necessity urgent ant 
estimate of the amount 








pala ad een 




















ng any payment. In obtainingg formal’ sanction, delay is. often nevessa- 
ot te Pilea wheitiellentoe of Dasca aaked. fon akcietion 10’ an advance 


- of one lakh of rupees to pay. for rice purchased locally, but Government 


sanction could not be given for want of full particulars, In the meantime 


' sale-proceeds of rice accumulated and payment was made from, the sale. 


ds. In the special cireumstances, the irregularity may be overlooked. 
107. Eight thousand two hundred and forty-three maunds of rice worth 
+ Re. 59,268 was distributed free as shown in detail'in statement. VII. The 
remainder of the rice purchased was either sold or remained in stock at the * 
end of the operations. The average cost per head on account of gratuitous dis- 
tribution of rice varies from Re. 0-6-11 per week in Bakarganj to Re. 1-12-11 
in Khulna. ‘This variation is due mainly tothe fact that a uniform system 
pf counting the number of men relieved has not been followed, If a man 
has’ received gratuitous rice doles for five weeks, he has, been counted as one 
man relieved in. some districts and as five men in others. This diversity of 
Ppracticewas not noticed until it was too late to call for revised figures. 

The whole of the, rice distributed free at the expense of the Cyglone 
Central Relief Committee, except 7,565 maunds in, Faridpur which, was paid 
for direct, was taken from the Government. stocks in the districts, The 
price charged to the Committee was the same as was charged to the public. 

108. On the provision of cheap rice Government incurred a loss of 
Rs. 90,571 as shown in Statement "VI. Considering the volume of transac- 
tions, the logs in Dacca district is comparatively small, being 5°3 percent. only. / 

‘he shortage and wastage in that district amounted to 2°7 per cent. only, 
in Khulna the loss attributed to that head was no less than 7 per cent, and 
the total loss 9°5 per cent. In Jessoré district the ‘total oost of rice _ 
purchased was only Rs. 7,478, but the accounts show a loss of 18 
per cent. This is due to rice having been taken from the Government stock 
at Gopalganj at-a high cost price ata time when the price of common. rice 
was falling and to the surplus stock having to be sold at Rs. 5-8, which was 
mach below the cost price. ‘The total oss on rice transactions in all districts 
taken together amounts to 6°3 per cent., and is mainly due to the surplus 
stock having to be sold off at a loss. -The value of the sarplus stock las 
been taken at Rs, 5-8 in Dacca, Rs. 6 in Faridpur, Rs, 5-12 in Mymen-‘ 
singh and Rs. 5-10 in Khulna. If the net prices actually realized are 
. better than the estimates the loss to Government will be reduced. Out of 
the surplus stock in Dacca, 21,966 maunds have been sent to the Director of 
Civil Supplies at Galentta where Burma rice still commands a high price and 
the balances remaining in that and other districts are being disposed of 
locally. 
. Distribution and sale of cloth. 


109. Statement VITI shows quantity and value of cloth purchased, quan- 
tity distributed free or sold and loss incurred by Government in each district. 
‘The Registrar of Co-operative Societies obtained a grant of 6 lakhs of rupees 
from Government and purchased cloth from Bombay mills, the Bankura 
District Co-operative Industrial Union, Limited, and the Naogaon Supply and 

“ Sale Society supplied 505 bales to Dacca, 28 bales to Faridpur, 90 bales to 
nsi and 1 bale to Khulna. Nino lmndred and eight pieces, worth 

Rs. 1,836, wore purchased locally in Faridpur, Of the stock at Dacca portions 
were transferred to Faridpur, Mymensingh, Jessore and+Khulna. After, 
~ distribution and sale, a large stock of about 225 hales of cloth remained at 
Dacca. This has been taken over by the Registrar of Co-operative Societies 


: one liad Naogaon Ganja Cultivators’ Co-operative Society, Limited. 


“this surplus stock taken over, deduction at cost rae has been allowed 
he net cost has been shown in the accounts. ‘The stock of cloth in 
ict after transfers and disposal of the surplus at Dacea is shown in 
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“ Contral Relief Fund exeppt in the district of Dacca, She ‘in addition 18,315 
pieces were sold at ute rates (which were about 40 per cont. less than — 
cost price) tio the deserving poor and 824 pieces ‘to the Bi Relief Com- 
mittee also at concession rates. Sales to the Cyclone Central Relief ahead were 
at the current market rates. The value of 14 pieces of cloth lost. in transit by 
the railway has been made good by them and is shown in columns. 9 and Ww 
of Statement VIII against Mymensingh. 5 

On sales at concession rates in Dacca district, Government incurred a 
loss of Rs. 14,553. lana 


Total State expenditure. 


110. ‘The nei expenditure incurred by Government under various ies 
in each district is shown in statement X. It will be seen ‘that the total irre- 
coverable expenditure under all-heads amounts to Rs, 5,39,057. The Govern- 
ment of India have acceded to the request of the Government of Bengal that 
this should be treated as expenditure on Famine Relief, Accordingly, throe- 
fourths of the total, viz., Rs. 404,293, will be borne by Imperial revenues and 
the remaining one-fourth, viz., Re. 1,84,764, will be borne by Provincial 
revenues. 5 ” + : fi 


Expenditure from funds other than State funds. 


111, Besides money spent from State funds a large ‘sum viz., 
Rs, 7,29,845, as shown in Statement XI, has also been spent for the relief of 
distress’ caused by tho cyclone from other funds. oither through the 
official agency or _ by non-official organizations. The Cyclone Cen- 
tral Relief Fund heads the list of these funds with an expenditure of 
Rs. 4,63,686. All money granted by the Cyclone Central Relief Fund was 
| distributed through the official agoncy except the sums of Rs. 34,700 and 
_ Rs. 6,060 distributed in the towns of Dacca and Narayanganj, respectively, by 
the municipal agencies of those towns. The official agency was also the 
modium of distrioution of a grant of Rs, 4,250 contributed by the Bengal 
| Relief Fund to the district of Jessore. , The money realized by the various 
| relief committees under official auspices from. local subscriptions in each 
district forms a separate fund and is called the District Relief Fund of 
that district. All such funds distributed relief through the official agency. 
For want of definite information from the officers of the Bengal Relief 
Fund ‘the figures in. Statement XI are defective. While this report was 
in the press approximate totals of the expenditure under various heads have 
been received but the officers of the fund are not yet able to furnish accurate 
figures district by district. 


‘1 . 


Total Expenditure of all Kinds. 


112. Expressed briefly, the important figures regarding ta kt relief 
expenditure are as follows :— ot 









Rs. tate: 
Amount expended from State funds 539° 
Amount advanced from State Funds 1357 
Amount expended on relief under official ponte ‘ 4°98 
. Ditto non-official control ... «2°32 
Base 
Total — a 26°26 


SECTION XIV.—Relief given by non-official 
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Mee tha Resin Aeavics igee: tis feats tahoe ee re 
: 1 ial Service ie, the Ram at jon, 
Servants of India Society and thy Sadharan Brahmo Samaj. All of these 
had their headquarters at Calcutta, In the affected districts many other 
funds were organised. , ; * 
_ <=, 11d. The Central Roliof Fund was established by His Excellency the 
~ Governor with a view to co-ordinating and systematising the work of all reliof 
= organisations, and by proventing overlapping to secure to the sufferere the 
utmost benefit from the practical sympathy and generous donation? of the 
_public. All the leading associations and public bodies in Bengal were repre- 
sented on the Cyclone Central Relief Committee which was formed with His 
Excellency the Governor as president and the Hon’ble Mr. J. G. Onmming. as 
Chairman. The response to the appeal for funds was generous and by the 27th 
February a sum amounting to Rs. 5,82,984 was subscribed. The allotment of 
grants by the Cyclone Central Relief Committee and the manner in which they 
were spent in the various districts ara shown in 8 atement XI, gM Pi 
115. The efforts to obtain co-ordination were successful to a considera- 
ble extent; but the various organisations continued to devote. their onergios 
and resources soparately to separate portions of the field of work which was 
80 vast that many organisations could work side by side in separate areas 
without clashing. The division of work between the various relief agencies 
operating in each district is briefly described in the following para- 
graphs:— « 
116, ‘The following are the agencies which worked in Khulna district :— 
Bengal Relief Fund Committee. : 
Social Service League. ‘ 
Mohilia Samiti. 
Brahmo Samaj. 
Servants of India Society. 
Ram Krishna Mission. 





. In-no case was there any overlapping with official agency. The Bengal 
Relief’ Fund at» first distributed miscellaneous urgont relief in thanas 
Paikgacha, Dumuria, Batiaghata, Torokhada, Palorhat, Daulatpur and Phultala 
of the Sadar Subdivision to the extent of Rs. 1,205. This was distributed in 
eash, rice and cloth. From 20th October 1919 they confined their operations: 
to the thanas of Phultala and Daulatpur in the Sadar Subdivision and. 8 
unions of Bagerhat thana. Subsequently on the advice of the District 
Magistrate they agreed to reduce their area in Bagerhat to 4 unions. The 
Social Service League assisted the Bengal Relief Fund in unions Nos, 1, 2 
and 3 of Daulatpur and distributed rice there from 8th November 1919 to 6th 
December 1919 to the amount of 112 maunds 37 seers 8 chettaks. In Bager- 
‘hat Subdivision they worked in No. 1 union of Bagerhat thana. The Mohila 

* Samiti distributed cloth in Daulatpur and Terokhada thanas, The Brahmo 
Samaj worked in Nos. 1 and 2 unions of thana Bagerhat., but no report has 
peon received of their work, ‘The Servants: of India Society worked in 
-unions 1,2 and 4 of Bagerliat thana and in Svalpa Baherdia umion in Sadar, 
They ‘were helped by 3 medical volunteers of the Uriya Samaj who treated 
over 3,000 cases, including cholera, dysentery, fever, pneumonia, etc, They 

rebuilt houses. and. supplied free clothing and rice. They also sold rice 


~~ below cost price. The total cost of the relief given by them was Rs. 3,600. 


The Ramkrishna Mission worked in union No, 1 of Mollahat thana of 

hat. “At first this union was under official agency, but from 15th 
1919 it was made: over to’ the Mission for independent relief. 
on Peace celebration day was made from State funds in 


-Subdivisiot the work of the Bongal Roliof Fund was 

sie ant, SubdivsinalOfigo and fama 4 bayer 

inised oreci) ts were 

, geneconn than hat Ind 
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“This ie not, of coarse, objectionable. Rai Bahadar Amrita Lal Raha and 


Babu Kunja Behari Mukbarji, the Secretary, ard to be congratulated on the 
efficiency of their, organisation. . The Calgutia Committee and the local 
committee are to be congratulated on the prompt way in which urgent reliel 
was distributed at the outset. 4 i 

+ The other organisations in Sadar were the Sovial Service League 
and Mohila Samiti. The former worked satisfactorily assisting the Bengal 
Relief Fund with which it was inspected, The latter distributed casual 
relief and was not inspected. oy ef 

In Bagerhat Subdivision tle work done by the Servants of India Society. 
and the Ram Krishna Mission was sustained, comparatively thorongh and satis- 
factory. | Inspections were made by the Subdivisional Officer. The work ofthe - 
Ram Krishna Mission was also inspected by the Additional Commissioner.and 
District Magistrate. The other organisations did not welcome the idea of 

. Government inspection. The work of the Bengal Relief Fund in. Bagerhat 
was spasmodic and rather unsatisfactory. It was inspected by the District 
gistrate and the Additional Oommissioner. 
in addition to the above, four doctors were provided by the Bengal Relief 
Fund, as stated in section XII above. 

117. In Bakarganj, the Bengal Relief Fund Committee and the Ram 
Krishna Mission rendered some help to the cyclone-affected area by distribut- 
ing mall amounts'in cash and rice: They stopped their operations as soon 
‘as Government started relief work in the affected quarters. No*portion of 
the affected area could therefore be made over to them. ‘The local Secretary 
of the Bengal Relief Committee says that relief was given to 5,730 people and 
that Rs. 1,108 in cash, 99 maunds of rice and 448 pieces of cloth were distri~ 
buted, but: most of this was distributed in places outside of the eyclone-affect- 


“ed area. The Ram Krishna Mission distributed in, the affected area 25 


) maunds of rice and the Social Service League rice, cash and cloth to the’value 
| of Rs. 307. It is also reported that the Bakarganj Mahila Samiti distributed 
some pieces of cloth. When the cloth of the Central Cyclone Relief Fund was 
| distributed, care was taken that those whohad already received cloth from 
| the above agencies did not get cloth again. 
! ‘There was no relief organisation which amalgamated its funds with those 
of Government though the local: relief committees formed under the whove 
private agencies assisted hy their personal exertions and energies at Ragdha 
and Goila.. : 
118. In the Narail Subdivision of Jessore, the local branch of the 
Bengal Relief Committee amalgamated their energies and their funds with 
those. of the official relief agency (side section IV). The Central Committee 
of the Bengal Relief Fund, however, made a direct grant of Rs. 1,000 to the 
Sidhipasa union through Professor Khagendra Nath Mitra. ‘A local com- 
mittee administered this grant, but the relief given was neither sufficient 
nor systematic. It is reported that the committee distributed 115 maunds 
of rice among 2,860 persons and Rs. 200 as lump sum relief. ‘They are 
further reported to have given loans of Rs! 300 among 54 persons and to © 
have spent Rs. 50 on medical relief. They sold 386 pieces of cloth and 479 
maunds 31 soers of rice at reduced prices and distributed 62 pieces of cloth 
fre. When I, accompanied by the Collector and the Sibdivisional Officer, 
infspected the relief work of this union we came to the. conclusion that’ relief 
funds were being frittered away to little: advintage. The Subdivisional 
Officer inspected the union again some time later and. brought necessitous 
eases which had not been relieved to the notice of the local committee. The 
Secretary of the local committee pleaded inability to relieve those r 
because his funds were exhausted. The Subdivisional Officer then addressed 
a letter to the member of the Bengal Relief Committee in charge of Jessore 
district requesting him to give relief to those persons, but as no reply had ‘come, 
by the 9th January when relief operations had to be brought to a close, tl 
Subdivisional Officer, under my instructions, directed the Cirels li 
OffiGer to give the necessary relief. The Circla Relief Officer, Z 
buted Rs, 227 in cash, and 50 pioces of cloth among the necessitous onne 
who had got no relief from the local committee. fs 























which gave relief apart from the official agent was 
Service Le which took charge of, two, unions rn 6 - 
olice-sti "The amount of relief given by oficial agency in these two 
i batore they weré made over to the en ial Service League was 
Rs total quantity of (a) rice given by the representative of the 
“League was 147 maunds worth Rs. 1,031 ; (6) cash Rs. 1,746, (c) clothes. 86. 

: Geitoes 38 and: blankets 15 pieces-total value Rs. 278, (d). medical relief 
“Rs. 120. On'the 80th December in response to a request: from ithe Secretary 
“of the League 200 pieces of cloth were handed over under my orders to 
the representative for free distribution in the two unions under his charge. 

Mik gereocsetitoiy Uistrorroaaitatinar pt the Socal Mert ies Liseaaa toe geet 
119. The Collector of Faridpur reports as follows’ regarding the non- 
-. official relief organisations started at different times and at different places in 
that distri ' hy: : 
“OF these,"the biggest and by far tho most important was the Bengal Relief Fund, 

‘The following were the other bodies which were at work in this district, but with the 

_ exception of the Ram Krishna Mission, thei scope of activities was extremely narrow :— 


(2) The Ram Krishna Mission. 

(2) The Sadharan Brahmo Sa 
~ (3) The Social Servic League. 

4) The Mahila Samiti, Faridpur. 

5) The Kotwalipara Sahajya Sabha. 
(6) The Timber Merchants’ Association, Caleutta 
(7) Manivi Leakat Hossain's Fund. : 
(8) The Anjumani Waizino of Calcutta, 
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In order to avoid overlapping and wai 


. it was intended from the beginning to 
assign to each organization a specitied 


consisting of # certain number of chaukidari 
‘unions, and to make it solely responsible for all the forms of relief necessary in such an 
uréa, consistently with the general principies gf relief approved by Government. But 
these bodies came into existence long after the Government Relief Committees had been + 
organized, and, even when they started, they had neither sufficient money to take over 
whole unions, nor were they, with the exception of the Social Service League, willing to 
amalgamate, although they were anxious to co-operate. ‘The result was that Government 
relief could not be entirely withdrawn. ftom tho, areas administered by these agencies, 
‘Their activities are described in detail below. ~ . 
Bengal Relief Fund.—With. régard to this organization, Babu Parna Chandra 
| Maitra, B.t., the Viee-Prosident of the Fund, reports as follows :— 
“At the instance of Mr. B, K. Lahiri,’ Bar-at-law, and under the auspices of the 
Bengal Relief Fund, a representative branch committee was formed on the 11th October 
1919 at Faridpur with the Hon'ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar, ¥.A., B.L., as presi- 
dent, myself and Babu Mathura Nath Maitra, B.t., a8 Vice-Presidents, Babu Satis Chandra 
Mazumdar, B.t., and Babu Jnanendra Nath Labiri as Joint Secretaries; and Babu Nalini 
Kanta Sen, 8.1, a8 Accountant and Treasurer. The Hon'blé Baba Ambika Charan 
Mazumdar, on account of ill health, wanted to resign the presidentship, ‘The Committeo, > 
however, on the 29th October 1919, by their resolution, did not accept his rosignation, but 
telieved hinr from. the onyrous duty and made over the entire charge of the President to 
the Vice-Presidents, and since then, myself and Babu Mathura Nath Maitra have been 
doing all the works of the President, 
“The Committee at once provisionally divided the affectad area into several ciroles, 
a member of the committee being deputed to each circle to form re) ntative circle . 
‘committees and to arrange for distribution of relief. Mr. Lahiri placed Rs. 3,000 at the 
disposal of the Committee and workers at once started to different centres with certain 
- gums of money allotted to each tentatively, . 
: “Tn the beginning of the operation the workers distributed relief both in rice and in 
ash. It was, however, arranged that relief should be given side by side with the offigial 
District Relief Committee that had already been formed, taking care that there might be 
no overlapping between the two o1 tions. 4 cel % 
} “Sixteen circles, consisting of 227 villages more or less in three-subdivisions—Sadar, 
_. Madaripur and Gopalean} were formed. Out of the sixteen, Kajulia circle in Gopalgan} 
_ gubiivision, of which neither the number of villages nor that of the'people ix known, wis 
. qbolished on the report of the President, So. altogether 15 circles consisting of 227 
© villages distributed relief in food, raiment and house building or house 
aps 


‘repairing some- 
Where up to 7th December 1919, and somewhere else up to the 15th December 1919. 
cee xcluding those of Kajulia circle, were relieved by this committee 
Siti 
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Lt being émpossible for the committee, as stated aboveyto take up entire unions owing — 
to the inadequacy of funds, they were asked to accept Foe, for a areas sf com: 
“piact villages, but even this they did not venture to undertake as they did not know how. 
much money would bo allotied to them, and received their fands in several instalments at 
long intervals, The Government relief organizations were, therefore, instructed to extend 
to such villages”such forms of relief as could not be provided at all or sufficiently by the 
Bengal Relief Committee. In this connection the attitude of the people of one centre in 
Gopalganj is significant. “I was,” says the Subdivisional Officer, “struck by the attitude 
of the people in Ghagor (Kotwalipara) centre who were extremely cut up when they 
heard that the Bengal Relief Committee was taking up the relief work in their area and « 
‘we were making over the villages to their charge. They were consoled only when 1 
assured them that I would see tht their wants are adequately met if the funds in the 
hands of the Bengal Relief Committee proved insufficient.” ‘This ‘officer, however., 
characterises the quality of the work of this committee in his subdivision ag fairly good. 
tipur, their own local sub-committees complained of the meagreness of funds, 
while, in Sadar, the Subdiyisional Officer reports that their work Was not systematic and 
seemed to display @ lack of interest Although there can be no doubt that, had the 
Bengal Relief Committee amalgamated their resources with those of the centres already 
started in the district, their funds would have been better utilised, still, on the whole, 
their operations afforded real relief to the people of the area in which their work was 
carried,on, and to this extent they are entitled to gratitude, 

Next in order of importance comes the Ram Krishua Mission, which worked at 
distribution of rice, 














Kuarpur in thana Palong. They gave relief in the 











cloth, and cash and also made some arrangements for me: -. The following table 
will show the number of persons benefited and the amount spent under each head :— 

. ‘Persona Cont 

¥ Rs. 

Relief in rice ” 1,201 2,892 

Do. in cath se 1359 1,202 

Do. in cloth tee 451 682 

Medical relief we oe 1,085 12) * 
* Total xe 4,848 





‘The Brahmo Samaj worked both in Sadar and Gopalganj. In Sadar, they gave away 
Rs, 90 to 25 persons in thanas Bhanga and Nagarkanda, and Rs. 104 fo 36 persons in the 
Kotwalipara thana, Incthe lutter subdivision they extended their operations to all the 
villages of Ghagor centre and at Unasia in Kotwalipara, They distributed Rs. 858 in cash 
and 12 pairs of cloths worth Rs. 40, but their work does not appear to have been carried 
out here in that spirit which ought to animate such philanthropic institutions, The Sub- 
divisional Officer remarks 


“T asked them to work in the distant bAi? area wher’ we could find searcely any 
suitable person, but their representative was not anxions to undergo the 
trouble of staying in the bhils. He distributed the money he’ had mostly 
amongst the Vhadralog at Paschimpar and Unasia and finished his work by 
the 9th of November.” 





‘The “Anjumani Wairine " of Oslentta assiated some oor respastable® persons, help- 
less widows and orphans of some villages in the thanas of Kalkini and Madaripur at a cost 
of Rs, 400, Tn the former place they also distributed 500 influenza tabloids, chlorodyne, 
spirit camphor and other medicines. This organization appears to have worked in the 
Kasiani and Muksudpur thanas of Gopalganj as well, but its work there did not attract 
‘any notice whatsoever. 
‘The “ Mahila Samiti” is an organization con Iweted entirely by the Indies of Faridpur. 
‘They devoted their attention to the grant of relief to women who could not be reached by . 
any other organisation. In addition to Rs, 75 which they collected locally, they received 
the following donations :— ; ; 








\ hen Rae 
(2) The Bhagni Samiti, Caleutta ie 100 
‘The Nari (woman) Sumiti, Ranehi 100 
‘The Mahila Sdmiti, Caleutta { pe 





<--“G@o) The Bengal Relief Fund wntaeeed 


Of-the amount thus collected, viz., Rs. 475, they distributed Rs. 431 in cash. Twenty © 9 
of saris and 9 thans or 72 pieces of cloth were also sent to them by the Mahila 

iti at Caloutta, Of these all but one than or 8 pieces have been given away. 

‘Their activities were lot confined to any particular afea, but extended over fhe whole 

district. Some of the secretaries of the Government committees were of great help’: 

supplied them with the names of persons who were really in distress and nm 

























2001 tha chive otatttably-sostetioa! Whusneenled: above <tzeoted ir ‘atiobtion xota: 
| tively:to the Gopalgany subdivision, and; with the exception of the Sosial Bervice Lenaie, 
[Se work was done in an extremely unsystematic manner and most of the money spent 


“The Social Servies League confindd its operations to the Pinjuri ceutre of Kotwali- 
ow circle in Gopalganj. Their funds were practically amalgamated with those of the, 

ernment committees, their secretaries being given seats in the latter, They spent’ 
Rs, 1,106 for the erection of huts and distributed 4 pairs of cloth, 42 vests, 256 blankets 
and 20 pieces of old cloth as well as some melicine. The arrangements for the otier 
kinds of relief in this centre were made by the local committee, Amongat the non- 
official agencies at work in Gopaiganj, the work of the League was tho best, as the relief 
organized by them. was carried out more systematically. 4 

‘The Kotwalipara Sahayya Babha was started by somo inhabitants of the Kotwalipara 
thana residing in. Calcutta, They gave Rs. 300 for the erection of huts to 11 persons, 
most of whom belonged to the bhadraiuk class. 

Manlvi Leakat Husain sent Rs, 100 to a teacher of the Baliabhanga High English 
School. The amount was distribated by thid gentleman amongst 47 persons in Ghagor 
and Unasia centres for the erection of huts, 

. Phe Timber Merchants’ Assgciation, Calentta, is composed of some merchants hailing 
frofi Rast Bengal, They are mostly residents of Fakra and Ghritakandi in Kasiana 
thana.~ They came with about Rs, 2,000, wad distributed it amongst some persons in 
Pokra, Ghritakandi and Turail. . ’ 

‘TO ali these organizations my thariks are due for the help, however small, which they 
rendered to the distressed in the areas devastated by the cyclone.” 








120. As regards Dacca district, the Collector reports as follows :— 
“The principal non-official organizations for relief in the district were— 


(1) The Bengal Relief Fund. (5) The Sadharan Brahmo Samaj of 
(2) The Bengal Social Service League. Caleutia, 

(3) The Ramkrishnu Mission, m Bengal Brabmo 
(4) The Servants of India Society. : 








‘The first was the most important, It took over the independent administration of 
relief in 52 unions in the district, of which 28 were in Manshiganj, 10 each in Sadar and 
Narayanganj and 4 in Manikganj subdivisions... The relief allotted. to each union as 
reported by the Seervtary of the Bengal Relief Fund will be found in’ the statement 
below; the unions were taken over about the middle of October when, through official 
agenoy, relief had already been given to the extent of Rs, 70 in cash, 80- pisces of free 
cloth, 20 maunds of rice for beggars’ doles in each union. Subsequently Ra. 3,654 in-eash 
and 87 pieces of cloth were given at the expense of the Central Cyclone Relief. Fund to 
bhadraiok in Kalma, Panchgaon, Dhipar, Amtali, Paman, Hashail and Keyain anions, 

‘The total cost of the relief administered by the Bengal Relief Fund would appear. to 
be Ra, 44,170, but detailed accounts have not yat been reodived. 

Relief was administered in consultation with anion relief committees in each union 
and in most unions the work went on smoothly. In Sadar snbidivision the Subdivi- 
siona) Officers are satisfied with the quality and quantity of relief given, and the officers 
of the fund worked in co-operation and harmony with local panchayats. 

‘The Subdivision! Officer, Manikganj, reports that there, was-a pancity of willing 
workers and that work suffered for want of money at the proper time, 

“tho Subdivisional Officer of Narayanganj thinks that the local workers of the fund in 
some nitions were inclined to depart unnecessarily from the pringiples of relief ag adopted 
by the Oyeloné Contral Relief Committee. 

‘Tho Subdivisional Oticer, Munshiganj, in whose jurisdiction most of the Bengal Relief 
Committee work was done, says generally that the workers of the fund were sensitive in 
the matter of supervision by Government officors and there was friction in some unions 
‘ander their charge on the ground of the local estimates of requirements not being snfll- . « 
siaatly at, 

On the whole, I am of opinion that the work done was generally appreciated and u 
fair apportionment of resources was made. Many of the workers wery profession’l men 
‘who could not remain wore than a few days ata time in a unicn, money was received 
by the committee in instalments so that it was porhaps ualural tbat the local representa 
tives of the fund should arrange with the local mnion committees to give something to 
every person On the relivf list, #0 far as funda permitted, rather than follow the amounts 
indicated on the lists, Their readiness to make themselves reaponsible for definite areas 
‘was of the greatest service to the district and they worked well with the district relief 
ymmittes and the Subdivisional Officers. I may mention here that the Seoretary reports 
took him six weeke to get a consignment of rice from Caloutta to Lohajang. ‘ 
Social Service ‘worked in the Lohajang chars and in Bajrajogini 
“ spent Rs, 4,327 in cash and/226 maunis of rioe 

















away 446 pieges of cloth and 24 blankkets, 
pe ppbv tages alah Bajrajogini and Shyam- 
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arpose of bhadralok relief, Mesors. Chamaria & Oo. distributed 460 maunds of Rangoon 
Too throngh them. ‘They'orected 133 houses, treated: 910 patients. and gave! away:alto- 
gether 2,487 maunds of rice and 2,268 pieces of cloth. pete stay 
‘The Servants of India Society worked with the official agency in Tarki, Mollakandi, — 
‘Adhera, Silai and Letabdi anions of Munshigan) subdivision where it was difficult to 


. establish efficient relief committees, “The Subdivisional Officer writes. in belgie 


Mr. Lakhan Naraiv Saba, the local leader of the bank. This party gave relief chiefly. 

the form of clothing und biankets, Another party of the Society under Mx, W. Ki Roy, 
B8o., duve relief in the Lohajang chars where they built about 200 huts costing about 
Rs. 30 each for people who had beeu rondered houseless. ‘They also gave free rice doles. « 
‘Phe total amount of the relief given by the two parties working in Munshiganj subdivision — 
was Re. 6,300 in addition to the value of the huts. 2 nya) seed Ae 

‘The Sadharan Brahmo Samaj of Calcutta adminit d relief in Mograpara, Baidyer 
Bazar, Pirizpur and Sambhapura unions of Narayanganj subdivision and gave some relief 
at Kaoraid. ~ The total relief given was Rs. 5,525 in cash. Government cloth was “distri- 
buted in all these unions. Seat Saheb Raj Mohon Das was the representative andy work 
‘was well done, 2 

‘The Eastern Bengal Brahmo Samaj took over four unions in Parjoar on which tee g 
“pent Rs. 838 out of their own fands and Rs. 2,400 from the Central Oyclone Relief Fund. 
Kighty pieces of cloth and 20 maunds of rice had previously been given in each of 
unions through official agency. There were no complaints from any of these unions and 
the work was satisfactory. ) i . 

Besides the above, Rs. 5,235 was spent by the Data Municipality out of the Sir Abdul 
Gani Distress Fund within the eity of Dacca, Rs. 2,491 was given out of the Nawab Sir 
Abdul Gani Relief Fund by its trustee Khau Bahadur Saiyid Aulad Husain as relief to 
poor residents of the city. % 

Rupees 5,000 provided from the’ Mukherji and Law Trust Funds was. expended 
within the Dacea city in cloth and rice for the reliof of distressed Lhadratok, ; 

As already mentioned, the Chairmen of Dacea and Narayangan) Municipalities dis 
buted Rs. 34,700 and Re. 6,060, respectively, in gratuitous relief granted by the Cyclone 
Central Relief Fund, They also gave away 4,530 and 967 free pieces of cloth provided by 
the Government. 

Mention may be made here of the committee formed by Khan Saheb Hafiz Mohamed 
Husain of Zinzira immediately afier the cyclone to grant relief in the Zinzira and 
adjoining unions. Rupees 13,800 was subscribed by the local people,-the Khan Saheb 
himself heading the list with Rs. 5,000. Two thousand five hundred=families were 
relieved by the committee. It may not be out of place to mention thatthe Khan Saheb 
imported 40,000 maunds of Burma rice and sold it to the public at cost price, 

Many committees were organised throughout the district for the sale of rice at or 
below cost price to the poorest section of the community. Mention has already been 
made of the philanthropic rice committee of Dacca town, This was originally organised 
in June to purchase rice at low prices for-sale to the poor as prices rose, but subsequently 
it was decided to sell balam and Burma rice to the poor at Re, Lhelow market rates or 
below cost price, the loss to be met by subscription. The committeg succeeded in securing 
rice at cost price through the generosity of Mossrs, Chamaria ee Khan Saheb 
Hafiz Mohamed Hossein of Zinzira, Lists of recipients wore made as the result of house- 
to-house visits and other enquiries by members of the committee. Between. August Ist 
and November 30th mice was sold to 32,969 persons at 6, 6) and 7 per rapee, whilst 
500 maunds were distributed free. \_ , rs ¢ 

‘The loss incurred was about Rs. 10,000 in apite ofthe work. being fargely done gratai- 
tously and the godown being lent free, Wy 

Another organisation which did good work in selliag rice at coat price in Dacea town 
was the Bar Library shop which sold lange quantities at cost price, the shop work being 
done by local pleaders under the leadership of Babu Surja Kanta tanarji,” : 


‘Names of Unions, % ‘Cah paid, Cloth. 
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_ (19) Kukutia 
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Rarikhal 

at Sholaghur 

25) Sonarang 

26) Srinagar 

27) Swarnagram 

(28) Tantar wi “ es 

ig Subdivision Manikganj. 
(1) Dhankora of te ve 400 20 pairs,” 
42) Harirampur eS ae 400 20 
(3) Manikganj iS ws 480 Be 
(4) Singair = <A v= 650 if 
Subdivision Sadar, 
(1) Ati 20 pairs, 
(2) Beraid ay 
f (3) Char Sindur ey 

(4) Churain: 40, 
(5) Ghorasal 20. 
6) Jamalpur 120s 
7) Jinardi 20'S 
(8) Mowtail ee 
(9) Smapor 20 
(10) Teghoria, FOS: 





Subdivision Narayanganj. 


(1) Aminpur 
(2) Araibazar 
8 Baradi 

4) Danga 
(5) Dhuptara 
(6) Ekduaria 

7) Kayetpara e 
(8) Narsingdi (Chinispui 
{8) Panchdona 
(10) Radhanagar 
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121. In Tippera district an allotment of Rs. 10,190 received from the 
Central Cyclone Relief Committee was distributed in the three subdivisions, 
Grants were also obtained from the Bengal Relief Fund and Mrs, K. ©. De’s 
Relief Fund and other local contributions were also added. Cyclone relief . 
was administered along with the funds for the relief of the famino oxisting 
«previously to the cyclone and detailed Separate accounts have not been 
‘submitted. 

122. In Mymensingh district the Social Service League gave relief to 
the amount of Rs. 510. The Bengal Relief Fund has only furnished incom- 
plete returns of two weeks’ work. The Collector reports that the reptesenta- 
tives of that ni were ‘repaatedly asked to take over a definite area for reliof, 

_ but did not comply. 
© "Pho Revd: J. Gi Franklin of the Pentecostal Church of the Nazarene 
distributed 69 maunds of rice free to 2,237 persons ; the value of the rico 

‘Rs. 468. ‘The distribution was made in the two chaukidari unions of 
a and jAdampur, socio places on the eastern side of Kishorganj 





Jagat Kishore" Achat adhaadkart gave a 
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The Hon'ble Babu Brajendra Kishore Ray Chat dhuri organised the sale 
of cheap rice from his cuteherries at Birganj, Tetulia and Rajendrapur. i 


* SECTION XV.—Miscellaneous. 


(a) Help given by zamindars. ae 


123. Karly in October zamindars were asked by the Collectors of 
districts to do all in their power to relieve the distress of their raiyats who 
had suffered in the cyclone. It is my duty, and a pleasant duty, to 
acknowledge the help rendered by the following zamindars :— . e 

Rai Sri Nath Ray and his brothers Rai Jamaki Nath Ray Bahadur and 
the Hon'ble Rai Sita Nath Ray Bahadur of Bhagyakul contributed substanti- 
ally tothe Central Relief Fund and gave relief in cash to their tenants and 
to needy persons generally. f ; 

Maharaja Sashi Kanta Acharjya Chaudhuri Bahadur gave Rs. 5,000 to 
the Mymensingh District Relief Committee at the time when any contributions 
were most valuable, that is, when relief work waggust starting, 

The Hon'ble Babu Brajendra Kishore Ray Chaudhuri was prosident of 
the committee which supervised the sale of controlled rice at Gauripur. He 
opened shops for the sale of cheap ricé at three bazars in the more remote 
parts of Netrokona subdivision and his manager materially helped the relief ' 
officers. 

Rai Satindra Nath Chaudhuri of Satkhira fed abont 300 persons daily 
for about a month from the day after the eyclone and also helped his tenants 
in other ways. 

Babu Promod Chandra Ray Chaudhuri of Atharabari in Mymensingh 
was president of the local rice committee. He gave away cloth and rice and 
his manager and other officers did great service in the relief of four unions, 

Raja Jagat Kishore Acharjya Chaudhuri distributed 1,859 pieces of cloth 
among his tenants in and near Bhairab. 

Some other zamindars helped in various ways, showing that they felt it 
their moral and_ social duty to assist their suffering tenants; but it must be 
regretfully admitted that the thajority of the landowners were completely 
apathetic. Some even took advantage of their tenants’ helpless condition to 
lend them money at excessively high rates of interest. 


(@) Ghaukidars. 


124. ‘The village chaukidars, who are poorly paid officers, were badly hit 
by the cyclone. Their pay fell into arrears because for some time it was im- 
possible to collect the chaukidari assessment. Meanwhile they were called 
to assist in every branch of ‘relief work and were often required to work 
by night as well as by day. For those who rendered specially good service 
* abonus of half a maund of rice was sanctioned ; this being considered as 
justly debitable to expenses of relief adminstration. Government sanctioned 
the grant of advances to panchayats unable to ‘collect the assessment to pay 
the wages of chaukidars and by the end of February practically all arrears « 
of chaukidars’ wages had been cleared. as 


+ | (e) Village schools. © ‘ 


» 125. - In the cyclone some thousands of village primary school buildings 
were demolished. Many of these haye been reconstru in a temporary 
manner; but the flimsy structures will not stand the rains, and. it is 
feared that many schools will have to be closed until the villagers can 

afford to reconstruct them in a sufficiently substantial manner. « The : 

Relief Fund and the Central Cyclone “Relief Committee were moved to 
sanction special grants to assist the early reconstruction of these butld- ~ 
ing8 ; and the Central Relief Committee has given a sum of Rs. ) for 
this purpose. Government also has made substantial grants for the ng 
of schools of all kinds, recognized by the Education Department. District - 


























he ¥ . a . 
‘elie Osmmmnittne rein the needs of the situation and have contritiuted all 


that could be. spared their funds after actual physical distress had: 

‘been adequately relieved. It is hoped that with this help the villagers wilk 

now show energy and self-sacrifice enough to complete the restpration of 

the school buildings and thus prevent the set back: to primary education 

which otherwise would inevitably occur. 5 

5 (d) Services of Officers. 

126. When the catastrophe occurred it brought out the qualities of the 
Government officers and showed that they were fully equal to the occasion. 
The three districts most seriously affected were particnlarly fortunate in having - 
as their Gollectors Messrs. Lambourn, Roy and Dash. Mr. .Lambourn by 
his deep and generous sympathy captivated the hearts of the people of Dacca 
district. Mr. J. N. Roy in Faridpur fully maintained his reputation for 
patient broad-minded administrative ability, and the prolonged tours made by 
Mr. and Mrs. Roy shortly after the cyclone and the example they set of 
dovotion to the ‘relief of the distressed made.a profound impression nd 
stimulated all classes to do their utmost. Mr. Dash in Khulna showed 

“exceptional organising ability and ‘on his taking charge of the district at the 
end of October, his vigorous azd capable administration galvanised into 
activity the flagging energies of all officers und relief workers who had been 
feoling the lack of guidance and control owing to the officiating Collector 
being incapacitated by illness. 

"ar. Tt may truly bo said that with very few exceptions every’ Govern- 
ment officer responded to the. call of duty and did his best to relieve the 
suffering. Under the cireumstances, it may seem invidious to make any 
distinction, but it is my duty to mention specially those who rendered most 
conspicuously good service. Others would probably have done equally well if 
they had had the same opportunity. 

128. Among subdivisional officers the first place must be assigned to 
Maulyi Tabibur Rahman of Narail. Within a few days after the cyclone he 

* had visited every part of the subdivision where the cyclone had done serious 
damage. In every union he had established a relief committee and realised 
local contributions from which immediate relief was given to those in greatest 
distress.-. On his own initiative also, he effected in his subdivision the most 
complete co-ordination of official and non-official relief agencies. Among other 
subdivisional officers deserving of high commendation are Babu Amal Krishna 
Makhgrji in Faridpur, Babus Suresh Chandra Basu and Dwijendra Mohan 
Sen nf Dacca district, Baba Nava Gopal Chaki in Khulna, Babu. Radhika 
Lal De in Bakarganj, babu Niranjan Roy and Rai Anath Bandha De Bahadur 
in Mymensingh and Rai Suresh Chandca Sinha Bahadur and Babu Basanta 
Kumar Das in Tippera. Mr, A. H. Kemm, ucs, who worked as special 
cyclone relief assistant to the Collector of Dacca, and Mr. A. C. Bose, my- 
financial assistant, should also be mentioned. , 

129. Among Deputy Collectors, special praise is due to Maulyi Afzalur 
Rahman and Babu’ Rash Behari Mukherji in Dacea, Babus Madhu Sudan 
Dag and Hriday Ranjan Sen in Mymensingh and Babu Sachindra Nath 
Mukharji in Jessore. bit 
. 180 Among the Munsifis who did active relief work, by far the most gon- 
spicuous was Babu Jogesh Chandra Sen of Bhanga in Tippera, As Chairman 
‘a the local Union Committee ho-showed remarkable foresight in providing 
material for the rebuilding of houses and preventing excessive profiteering. 
His devotion to the public welfare was very remarkable. Subsequently he 
was given entire charge of the Bhanga relief circle and the Collector records 
that he was by far the most efficient Circle Relief Officer ip the district’ and 
showed excellent powers of organisation. Baba Pasupati Mukharji, Munsif 
‘of Tswarganj, is also-warmly commended by the Collector of Mymensingh. 
“In this connection. [ desire to. acknowledge the generous sympathy 

and help accorded by the District Judges, espocially Messrs. Macnair and . 
wa ‘Stinton as presidents of the District Relief Committees of Faridpur' and ~ 
Dacca. aa 4 Pi NH WA » 
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181! As regards police officers, the Hon'ble Mr..Camming has recorded - 
the following note :—"The Police everywhere have with few exceptions 
shown a splendid spirit. Much of the early work fell on the rank and file — 
in. giving jimmediato relief and in collating information ; yet they themselves 
were living under circumstances of great discomfort, and privation, owing 
to loss of shelter, clothes, cooking utensils and food." ‘The readiness to help © 
which they continued to show throughout the relief operations is equally - 
commendable. Of the police officers whose services wore most conspicuous * 
the following may be mentioned ;—Maulvi Azizul Haq, Deputy Superintendent 
ot Police; Offg. Inspector Maulvi Khabiruddin and Sub-Inspectors A. K, 
Khabibullah, Sarat’ Chandra Ganguli, Raj Kumar Das and Md. Idris, all of 
Mymensingh, Sub-Inspectors Chandra Kanta Mukherji, Joy Kumar Chakra- 
barti, Khalilur: Rabman and Ramendra Nath Nandi, and Head-Cojistable 
Ramendra Nath Nandi, all of Khulna district ; Md. Rasiduddin and Babu 
Harendra Nath Chakrabarti, two head-constables of Lohagara polico-station, 
who at great personal risk rescued some men during the cyclone. In 
Khulna district the Superintendent of Police, Mr: P. Leo Faulkner, rendered 
services of the very greatest value. i a . 
“182. Of Excise officers Rai Saheb Laltt Kumar Sen who carried out 
the epecial relief of bhadralok in Dacca cannot be praised too highly for his 
tact and unsparing devotion to duty. Conspicuouly good services. were 
also rendered by Excise Sub-Inspectors Charu Chandra Sen and Aftabuddin 
Abmad in Khulna and 8. N. Bose in Dacca. 
133. Of Circle Officers, those who distinguished themselves most were 
Babus Mahatap Chandra Ghosh, Sachi Kanta Ghosh, Hem Chandra 
Sen, Ajit’ Kumar Bose and Jogesh Chandra Sen in Dacea, Maulyi kakihuddin 
Ahmad and Babus Sarat Kumar Guha and Upendra Chandra Narayan 
Chaudhuri in Tippera. In this category may also be included Sub-Deputy 
Collectors. Janaki Bhusan Singh, Azizur Rahman and Nripendra Kumar Sen 
in Dacea, Maulyi Bazlur Rahman in Mymensingh and Maulvi Mir Hosain in 
Tippera district’; also Kanungos Satis Chandra Bose, Ashutosh Ganguli and 
Benoy Bhusan Chaudhuri in Khulna. ‘ 
“184. Sub-Registrars had special opportunities of rendering valuable 
services, The following have been commended by Collectors :-— 


Maulvi Sheik Nakitulla and Babus Bankim Chandra Das Gupta and 
Bhupentra Nath Das Gupta in Khulna, Babu Kaulendra Kumar 
Mazumdar in Bakarganj, Heol aeenraen Mahined and Syed 
Afzal Ali in Jessore, Babu Atul Chandra Son in Tippéra, Maulvi 
Dilwar Hosain Ahma in Faridpur and Babu Profalla Kimar 
Ghosh and Sarat Chandra Lahiri in Mymensingh. 























135. Weare greatly indebted to Mr. R. §, Finlow, officiating Director of 
Agriculture, for the zeal with, which he devoted himself to relief work. Mr 
K. MacLean, Deputy Director who controlled the major part of the rabi seed 
distribution, showed organising ability of high order combined with excop- 
tional tact. Tho following officers of the Agricultural Department have 
been.commonded by Collectors, viz :—Babus Surendra Nath Sen in’ Bakarganj 
and Devendra Nath Mitra in Faridpur. iy 

136. Mention must be made of the vigour and resourcefulness shown by 
the officers of the Public Works Department. Eastern Division. * 4 

The rapidity with which debris was removed and all the most urgenth; 
necessary. repairs were carried out were highly commendable.’ For this 
eredit is due to Mr. W. J, Kerr, Executive Engineer, Rai Saheb Ashutosh 
Guha, Honorary Assistant Engineor, Babus Sris Chandra Guha and Girija’ 
Prasanna Basu, Subdivisional Officers, and Babu Akhil Uhandra Chakrabarti, 
Station General Overseer. i Le 

187," Of officers of other departments the following are specially’ 
deserving of commendation, viz :—Babus Banka Behari Pandit, Assistant 
Head Hage and et Lal Chaudhuri, teacher of so ar fis ed 
Babu Kiran Chandra Son, Co-operative ‘or in Daeea district, and | 
Bhupal Chandra Tarafdar, Forest Officer in Khulna, ie t 
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- Among clerks commended by Collectors far exceptional devotion 
to relief work duties are Babus Hari Das Chatterji, Atal Chandra Sen and 
Gangadhar Chakrabarti and Maulvi Janab Ali in Faridpar, Babu Barada 
_ Kanta Das in Bakarganj arid Babus Hem Kumar rota Shiva Prasad 
Lahiri, Sashi Bhusan Ghosh and Kailash Chandra Chakrabarti in Khulna 


district. 





. (@) Non-official relief workers. 


189. J fully agree with Mr. Roy, Collector of Faridpar, in his remarks 
that— fi 

“The members of all the relief committees throughout the affected area took a lively 
interest in their work, and for the most part ungrudgingly accepted tne burden that was 
Jaid on their shoulders. They had to sacrifice a great deal of personal comfort and 
interest but they did 80 cheerfully.” 


Mr. Roy mentions one young pleader who, when taken to task by his 
relations for negleeting his professional work, retorted— * 

“Such a chance of doing good comes only once ina man’s lifetime, and I would 
rather do it than make money.” 


The spirit which animated this reply imbued all the voluntary relief 
workers, and it is due to this that the success which attended the District 
Officers' efforts was attained. 

140. Out of the vast numbers in every district who have deserved 
commendation, the following are mentioned as having rendered conspicuous! 
meritorious public servic 

In Khulna district— 


(1) Babu Kunja Behari Mukherjee, 1... pleader, did particularly good 
work as Secretary of the Bengal Relief Fund Local Committee 
and of the District Relief Committee. 

(2) Rai Amrita Lal Raha Bahadur did good work in arranging 
supplies of rice, in pushing the sale of rice and in obtaining 
speedy grants from the District Board for relief work. 

(3) Munshi Jainal Sardar, president-panchayat of Vekatmari, police- 
station Paikgacha. 

(4) Babu Surendra Nath Rai Mandal, president panchayat of Loudob, 
police-station Dacope. 

(5) Pandit Bhaba Nath Banerjee, member of panchayat, Union No. III, 
police-station Palerhat. 

(6) Babu Rajani Kanta Banerjee, Station Master, Bagerhat, Khulna- 
Bagerhat Railway. 

(7) Babu Banawari Lal Chatterjee, Station Master, Mulghar, Khulna- 
Bagerhat railway. : 

» (8) Babu Kamakshya Charan Nag, ™.a:, Prineipal, Bagerhat: College. 

(9) Babu Somarendra Kumar Nag, 8.4., of Basabati. 

(10) Dafadar Rai Charan Mandal, Secretary, Union Relief Committee, 
Ohar Basiary. ; Waadl. 
2 (11) Babu Hem Chandra Banerji, president panchyat and Secretary, 
a Union Relief Committee, Raripara. ; 
(12) Babu Upendra Nath Bose, president panchayat and Secretary, 
: * Mowbhog Union Relief Committee. . 
. (18) Babu Surendra Nath Banerjee, Secretary, Bishnupur Relief 
Committee: police-station Bagerhat. — 
14) Munshi Tofel Sardar, Secretary, Bashtali Relief Committee, 
15). Munshi Abdul Gafar, Secretary, Srifaltala Union Relief Committee. 
: i Babu Sita Nath Mandal, Secretary, Hurka Relief Committee. ” 





. (17) Munshi Sadan Chandhuri,. Assistant Secretary, Thana Relief 
~ \ Committee, Molluhat. i 
" (18) Babu Chandra Kania Chakrabarty, Secretary, Maghia (Kachua) 
. Relief Committee. 4 : “ 
(19) Babu Basanca Kumar Ghosh,’ president panchayat of Union 
igh No. IV, police-station Dumuria. Nite * - 
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(20) Babu Satish Chandra Mitra of Sahagh. police-station Dumuria. 
fa Babu Hari Mohan. Koy, cic aer Union No. Tt. © 
be E jice-station Dacope, r a a Sees 
(22) Babu Surendra Nath Roy Mandal, president panchayat. of Union 
7 No, V, police-station Daeope, 4 £ Wiis 
(23) Munshi Jaynal Sardar, president panchayat of Union No. V, 
police-station Paikgacha. : ae 
(24) Svami Jotirmoyananda of the Ram Krishna Mission, Mollahat. — * 
(25) Babu Nagendra Nath Bose, Secretary, Gotapara Union Relief 
. Committee, police-station Bagerhat. 


“141. In Bakarganj district— ies 


(1) Babu Kailash Chandra Sen, Head Master, Goila High English 
School. 
(2) Babu Rajendra Lal Sen, of Fulsri. 
3) Babu Sasi Kumar De, Tahsil Panchayat of Sujankati. 
* %) Baba Chandra Kanta Somadder, Tahsil Panchayat of Bagdha. 
* (5) Babu Ramesh Chandra Bose, of Bakaj. 
(6) Babu Keshab Lal Samajpati, Mead Master, Malikhali High 
English School, 
(7) Babu Suresh Chandra Chatterji, of Bagdha. 


‘These gentlemen helped the Sadar Additional Subdivisional Officer and 
the Subdivisional Officer of Pirojpur in selecting cases for help and rendered 
help in various ways in the distribution of agricultural loans and gratuitous 
relief. 

142. In Jessore district— 


Rai Jadu Nath Mazumdar’ Bahadur, Chairman of the District Board. 
He toured the affected area with the Subdivisional Officer, 
Narail, and was largely instrumental in promoting the most 
complete co-eperation between’ the Bengal Relief Fund and the 
official relief agency. . 

Mr. B. K. Bose looked after Narail subdivision on behalf of the Bengal 
Relief Fund. 


143. In Faridpur district— 


(1) Babu Hem Chandra Sen, w.4., Head Master, Palong High English 
School, and President, Palong Relief Committec. 

(2) Babu Manindra Chandra Mazumdar, President, Bajitpur Relief 
Committes. ‘ 


) 
Committee. 

(4) Manindra Chandra Sen, n.., Secretary, Panchar Relief Commitee. 

(5) Munshi Abdul Mannan, Post Master and Secretary. Kabirajpur- 
Relief Committee. : 

(6) Kazi Abdul Aziz, President, Gopalpur Relief Committee. 

(7) Babu Devendra Nath Son, Sub-Registrar, Sibehar, and President, 

Sibchar Relief Committee. « ry 

(8) Babu Nalini Kanta Mukherji, 3.4., Sub-Registrar, Palong, and 
Secretary, Palong Relief Committea. 

(9) Baba Probodh Chandra Mazumdar, Inspector of Police, Palong, 
and Member, Palong Relief Committee. 

(10) Babu Bepin Soin Ghosh, Pleader; Bhanga (Brahmandi Relief 

mnmittee). ¢ ‘ : 

(11) Babu Mohini Mohan Ghosh, Pleader, Bhanga (Brahmandi Relief 
Committee). + “ Bin ts: 

a Babu Chandra Bilas Mukherji, Honorary Magistrate, Gopalganj. 

13) Maulyi Abdul Quader, Gopaiganj, ee 


(14) Pandit Chandra Kanta Nayalankar, Daharpata (Kotwalipara). ; 
Baba, Anedteelal Sent sau; oe a 


ca 


16) Babu Binode Lal Ghose, Pleador, Madaripui 
17) Babu Surendra Nath Biswas, Pleader, Mad: 
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_ , The two gentlemen last named rendered extremely ‘valuable services as 
\ joint. secretaries of the Subdivisional Relief Committee. They arranged, the 
details of all relief work, despatched supplies to relief centres, attended to 
the requirements and gave ‘instructions to subsidiary local committées. Full 
advantage was taken of Babu: Surendra Nath Biswas’ special facility ia 
_ matters of account. , 


. { Babu Khetra Gopal Sarkar, Pleader, Faridpur. 





















19) Maulvi Abdul Wahed, Auditor, Co-operative Societies. 
20) Khan Sabib Abdul Gani, Chairman, Sadar Local Board. 
(21) Munshi Shahajuddin Mandal of Saldha. y 
(22) Babu Mati Lal Bose, Talukdar, -Pailampatty, police-station 
2 Nagarkanda. E 
tH Munshi Jaharal Haque, Supervisor, Co-operative Societies, 
24) Babu Purna Uhandra Guha, collecting panchayat of Brahmandi. 
\25) Manshi Gaher Sikdar, collecting panchayat of Char Dubail. 
.(26) Babu Jnanendra Nath Guha, n.a., Secretary, Gosairhat ,Relief 
. Committee. 
(27) Babu Barada Kanta Mukherji, 1.a., Secretary, Lonsing Relief 
Committee. 
fe Babu Harish Chandra Son, President, Panchar Committee. 
(29) Babu Janki Nath Banerjee, President, Bhedarganj Relief Commit- 


toe. 

(30) Babu Manoranjan Bhattacharji, Medical Practitioner, and 
Secretary, Mahendradi Relief Committee. 

(31) Babu Digendra Nath Biswas, President-panchayat and Secretary, 
Hoshonpur Relief Committee, 

es Miss Tuck, Widows’ Home, Orakandi, 

83) Babu Girish Chandra De, Head Master, M. N. Institution, Gopal- 


gan). 
cet Balu Gati Lal Chakravarti, Bajunia, police-station Gopalganj. 

35) Babu Beni Madhab Pal, Ghritakandi, police-station Kasiani. 

(36) Maulvi Abdul Hasib Chaudhury of Kushtia, Kotwalipara  police- 

station. 

37) The Hon'ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar, .a., Bt. 

38) Babu Purna Chandra Maitra, n.u., Pleader, Faridpur. 

39) Babu Mathura Nath Maitra, n.1., Pleader, Faridpur. 

40) Mr, N. J. Bose, Gopalganj. 

a Babu Jogesh Chandra Roy Chaudhury, Daharpara, Kotwalipara, 

42; . 

) 





Babu Suresh Chandra Do, Pleader, Ganganagar. 
(43) Babu Nibaran Chandra Bhattacharji, Fatehjangpur. 


144. In Dacca district— 


(1) the firm of Messrs. H. R. Chamaria through Babu Rampratap 

Chamaria, Director, Tata Bank, and their local representative, 

oa Babu Ram Ballabh Gadia : they were the largest importers of 

Fi Burma rice into the district and were always ready to accept 

prices fixed and to help in distribution by lending boats and 

the time of their employés : gave 650 maunds of rice for free 

~ * distribution and financed the Dacca Town Rice Committee 
without profit. 

EERO (2) Babu Jagesh Chandra Gupta, ».t., pleader, did excellent work in 
ee “connection with distribution and control of rice in the: district 
and supervised a branch of the Dacca Rice Committee in Dacea 
town : was a very useful and energetic member of the Exe- . 

ies \ © cutive Committee of Dacca Cyclone Relief Fund. 

~ (8) Nawab’ Khajeh Muhammad Yusuf Khan Bahadur, Chairman, 

cot aa Dacea Municipality. , ; 


4) Babu a Dpieentes Chandra Bay, Vice-Chairman, Dacea Municipality ; 
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(5) Mr. x5 L._ Godden, Chairman, Narayanganj Municipality, thoald 
me be specially mentioned for organization and control of relief 
* in the towns of Dacea and Narayan, 
Mr. fiodden as Joint Agent of the India General Steam Navigation 
. Company afforded mucli assistance in helping the distribution 
of seeds and rice, 
(6) Babu Keshab Chandra Banerji did much hard work as Honorary 
Secretary of the Dacca Cyclone Relief Committee. 
(7) Khan Sahib Muhammad Husain subscribed liberally to ‘the relief 
of his union and sold large quantities of rice at cost price. 
(8) Mr. P. K. Bose, Bar-at-law, worked hard to raise funds for relief 
committee of the district. 
(9) Babu Debendra Chandra Mazumdar, pleader, Narayanganj, worked 
in direct relief work during the Ba ‘ujabs and afterwards. 
(10) Babu Ashutosh Bhattacharji, pleader, Narayanganj, for direct 
’ relief work and help in preparation of lists of bhadralok 
. relief. 
(11) Babu Rajani Mohan Basak, mukhiar, Manikganj, for relief work 
and management of rice market at Manikgan). 
(12) Babu Monmatha Nath Chakravarli of Gaodiya, Lohajang, the 
year student:; Babu Jogesh Chandra Mukherji{pleader, Dacca 
Babu Kali Prasanna Mukherji, student, ees iivaining 
class, and Baba Jatindra’ Mohan Banerji, 4th-year student, 
and Babu Hemendra Nath Brahmachari of Ramkrishna: 
Mission for assistance in supervising interment of corpses 
in Lohajang area and in the case of Babu Jogesh Chandra 
Mukherji for assistance in investigations of bhadrolak relief. 
(13) Mr. Lakshmi Narayan Saha of Servants of India Soviety for roliet 
work in Munshiganj subdivision. 
(14) Rai Bahadur Pyari Lal Das, m..e., Babu Satyendra Nath Das 
and Babu Ajit Kumar ‘Das for work in connection with-the 
Dacca Rice Committee. ¢ 
(15) Babu Surja Kanta Banerji, u.1., pleader, for his work in directing 
the sale’ of rice"by the members of the Bar Library. 
(16) Babu Dhirendra Nath Das Gupta, s.., teachor, Panam High 
ent and Assistant Secretary, Sonarang Ramkrishna 
vasram. 
(17) Babu Sashi Bhusan Bhattacharji, Secretary, Ramkrishna Sevasram, 
Sonargaon. 
(18) asi Bidhu Bhusan Sen Gupta, Secretary, Ramkrishna Sevasram, 
Yhuptara. 
(a9) Babu. Anat Bandhu Bhattacharji, President panchayat of 


(20) The me Babu Apurba Chandra Sen, Head Master, Sonarang, and 
Babu Suresh Chandra Das Gupta, President-panchayat | of 
Sonarang-Tangibari Unions. 
(21) Babu Bhupati Chandra Das Gupta, zamindar-proprietor fon 
teacher, Kamala School. 
ot Babu Benodeswar Das Gupta, 3.4:, teacher, Kalma School. 

















ome Pir selon Nath Das Gupta, B.., Head Master of Kala 
ichool. 
(24). eck Prasanna Mullick, President panchayat cof Kalma 


(25) Swami Thrarenaa of the Calcutta branch of tho Ramkrishna 
Mission for assistance in bhadralok relief. 
(26) Professor 8. ©. Sarkar for organisation of bhadralok relief. 


The following presidents and members of panchayats and Chairmen, , 
Union Committees, for assistance in relief work in their respective unions :— 


oi Babu Hirendra Kumar Shome; presi eS ‘Kamarbhog.- ‘ Ny 





28) ,, Bhuban Mohan Bose, resident it of srt . 























» (29). Babu Lalit Mohan roles ji, president panthayat of Haldia. 
{80) _,, Abani Mohan Barori, (alee panchayat of Dhankunia. « 
(31) Rai — Ghandra Guha: Babadur, president panchayat of 


Bajra; 
(32) Babu Rane "Chandon Chakravarti, Chairman of Rasunia Union * 





(32) Balin Sara Nath Banerji, pleader, member of panchayat, 
Munshiganj. 
(84) ets ered Ahmad, president panchayat of Panchasar 


. (35) oy ree Dalal, president panchayat of Rampal Union. 
56 Babu Debendri Kumar Bose, president panchayat of Dhipur. 
‘i » Suresh Chandra Das Gupta, president panchayat of 
‘Sonarang-Tangibari. 
(88), 4, ad Kumar Bose Chowdhury, president panchayat of 
} har, 
(89) oo Debenidra Nath Tagoce, president panchayat of Bhagyakul. 
(40) 4. anes Chandra Guha Mustafir, president panchayat of 
Srinagar. 


re .» Reyati Mohan Sarkar, assisiant panchayat, Shyampur. 
42) ,) Pramatha Nath Bose, president, Teghoria. 
(48) __,,_ Nripati Ranjan Ray, president, Subhadya. 
ve Maulvi Mauswral Karim, president, Jantrail. 
* (45) Babu Sris Chandra Choudhury, president, Kalakopa. 
(46). Maulvi Naimuddin Kabiraj, president, Kusumhati. 
te Babu Madhu Sudan Bose, president panchayat, Chandhar. 


48) ,, Prafulla Kumar Nag, president panchayat, Gopinathpur. 
(49), Mon Mohan Guha, president panchayat, Lotakhala. 

(50) ;, Jogesh Chandra Chakravarty, president panchayat, Baira. 
Ne » Lal Mohan Banerji, president panchayat, Sutalori. 

52) ,, Mathura Kanta Banerji, president panchayat, Dhankora. 


(53) M. Hazi Kasin Dewan, member, Union Committee, Baira. 


(54) Babu’ Akrur Chandra Sen, Chairman, Union Committee, Baira, 

(55) Mohini Mohan Datta, member, panchayat of Baldhara. 

(56) |, Nishi Mohan Ghosh, president panchayat of Garpara. 

(57), Rakhal Chandra Datta, Kabiraj of Sabhar. 

(58) ;, Ramesh Chandra Sen, president, Tetaljhora Union Com- 
mittee. 

(69) .,, Umesh Chandra Dhar, Chairman, Kaliganj Union Com- 


mittee. 
(60) Rai Saheb Jogesh Chandra Datta, Kaliganj. 
(61) Babu Jogindra Nath Banerji, Ulush@ra. 
a: (62 Akshay Kumar Karmakar, Chairman, Kapasia Uniow 


” 
a ‘ommittee. 


ot the gentlemen directing voluntary aid organisation financed frouy 
outside’ the district may be mentioned :-— 
' (63) Babu. Srish par aned Chatterjee, B. Tan Honorary Secretary, Bengal 
Relief Fun: 
(64) Rai Sahib Raj ‘Mohaa, Dae) Worker “of the Sadharan Brabino 
Samaj, Calcutta. 


Mention should also be made of the services of gentlemen who lent, 
wns for rice storing and of jute firms of Narayanganj and Baira in arrang- 
boats. 


In Tippera district— 
1) ‘Pho Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandta Datta, Pleader. 
3 Mr. Indubhusan Datta, Zamindar. . 
Bal Chandra ised pe BL, pean 
‘Abani a Mazumd: Hoad Mast ers Pango igh 






ty s 








Babu Satish Chandra Binsin twandes of Aurail Union. 
“4 ¢ Ambika Chandra Sen, President “ Chants Union. _ 
a 


) Mahim Chandra Ghose, ae 
8) * ,, Nalini Nath Banerjee, ere? Pheioe . 
. {9 »  Kumudiniianta Mukhuti, Pleader. 
(10) 1} Upendra Nath Ghose, Do. ney 
(11) 4, Kaliknmar Bhowmik, Do. g 
(12) ,,. Bepin Chandra Gulia, Do, Z # Sn 


146. In Mymensingh district— 


(1) Babu Barindra Kar of Bajitpur. 
(2) Suresh Chandra Chakravarti, Secretary, Kishoreganj, Bub- 
divisional Relief Committee. 

3) Babu Jamini Mohan Das, Auditor, Co-operative Societies. 

4) Raja Bijoy Singh Dadhoria, six weeks before the cyclone, com- - 
® menced to import and sell cheap rice, wholesale and retail, 
r practically at cost price. His large stocks were of the great- 
est use in supplying choap ricewhops when the cyclone came. 
‘The Raja and his manager co-operated enthusiastically with 
Government officers throughout relief work. 


The names of other zamindars who did conspicuously useful sk are 
mentioned in sub-section (a) above. 


(#) Conclusion. " 


147. It will be seen from what is recorded above that, although the 
distress caused by the cyclone was very great, the relief rendered was by 
no means unequal to the needs of the situation. It was given with an 
unstinting hand thanks to the generosity of the subscribers to the Central 
and other Relief Funds and to the Government represented by His Excellency 

+ and the Hon’ble Mr. J.G, Cumming, At the same'time, by the adoption of 
systematic organisation and by adherence to the general principles of relief 
laid down by ‘the Hon’ble Member, relief officers were guarded : from allowing 
their anxiety to ahord succour to the distressed to lead them to indiscriminate 
benevolence or to forgetfulness of the fact that what was being given was 
public money. 

48, I fully endorse the following remarks of Mr. J. N.- Roy, Collector 
of Faridpur 





“The direct benefit derived by the people for yno ig leatlonn anda eas wee 
intended was immense. It has been noted under the respective heads, and we may, on 
the whole, congratulate overselves on the results, But when we consider for a moment 
what impression the undertaking has left on the minds of the people in the area affected, 
we have still greater eause for congratulation. The masses had hitherto associated 
Government solely with police and magisterial work. ‘When distress broke oat in 
Kocwalipara’ says the Subdivisional Officer of Gopalganj,.*on account of the high 
price of rice and cloth, people used to teH me of the help rendered them by Babn Debi 
Prasana Rai Chaudhury of the, Brahmo Samaj and the apathy,shown by 
officers to their miseries.’ When, therefore, Government stepped forward with generous 

* help after the disaster, they were agreeably. surprised: manner in which the 
Goverment. gave practical proof of their sympathy at once evoked grateful appreciation, 
As one of the non-official Secretaries remarks, ‘ people are convinced of the fact thai 
the Government not only administer civil and criminal justice but ‘also to the 
amatlorsins: of the people when in distress.” 

So far as the people of higher strata of ‘society, I mean the bhadvalogs, are 
concerned, the ery ess i mao A ea sbi ide uyremnesy val eves mutase oary en 
indifferent, to. their interests, The result a great deal of discontent which tho 
duntovted were aot aint aly Ful Mavankagert tbe ti omen a 
among'these badralags that they secured their largest number of recruits. 
given to them has brought about a change of attitude, and ee aso 
feeling previously entertained that their condition. was a matter ef. lndilfensase to 








Government.” 





| The 8th March 1920.” 








i 1.—-Note by tho Meteorologist, Calcutta, 

7 he eR 

ih had formed in the centre of the Bay on the 22nd September 1919, ani by, 
the morning of the 23rd it had apparently developed into a storm with its centre roughly 

. 400 miles to the north-west of the Andamans. Tt moved rather rapidly in. northerly diree- 
‘tion, Concentrating and increasing in violence, so that by eight hours on the morning of 

, the 24th the storm had become one of small extent but of great severity. At this time it 
was not far from the Sandheads, somewhat to the east-north-east, It caused a fall of 
the barometer of °G of an inch at tho Sandheads and it gave winds of hurricane foroe for 
few hours there and tremendons seas, Passing the Sandheads, it began to change its 
course to the north-east and finally took up a north-eastorly direstion of motion. Its 
contre to the south-east of Calcutta, Jessore and Mymensingli and to the north- 
west of Nerayanganj and Srimungal during the day and night of tho 24th and 
the early morning of the 25th. At eight hours on the 25th it had diminished considerably. 
in Intensity and it oéntre was about 80 miles east of Mymenaingh. Tt moved into the 

. Assam hills and broke up there. From the morning of the 23rd to the morning of the 
‘2th its forward motion was about 12} miles per hour. 

From the meteorological point of view the chief characteristic of this storm was the 
small area, occupied by it and the intense natare of the storm within that area, From the 
special observations taken during the course of the passage of the storm through Soath- 
East Bengal the diameter of the region of severity must have been less than 20 miles, but 
within this diameter the winds were of destructive violence. ~The centre of the storm passed 
within forty. miles of Calcutta without giving more than a few strong gusts, and at 
4-45 P.wt, on the 24th September when the storm centre was almost at its closest to 
Caleutta, the san was shining brightly in Calontta. 

)The highest velocities of wind recorded during the passage of the storm wer: 


74-80 miles at the Sandhends at eight hours of 24th. 
19 miles at Barisal at two hoars of 25th. 
15 miles at Noakhali at two hours of 25th. 
12 miles at Alipore at 20 hours of 24th, 














2.—Roport of W. J. H. Ballantine, Esq. Superintendent of Police, Sythot. 


Mr. Ballantine had taken over his launch Kvtwal trom the dockyard authorities 
in Calcutta and was proceeding in her up to Sylhet, Hy» met the storm imthe Sipsa 
(in Khulna district) where the river is over a mile wide, and the launch which is a stern 
wheeler soon became unmanageable. She staggered and rolled in the high bea that was 
running, so Mr, Ballantine was.constrained to run her ashors, This he did, and fortunately: 
the place selected was coverod with Surdri saplings which gave way before the 
onslaughts of the Avfwa/, He spent a terribie night in the heart of the Sunderbang 
attended by a huge. crocodile which refased to be driven away. He and his party were 
not able to leave the launch till, the afternoon. of the 26th when he hailed a passing 
steamer to convey them to Khulna, They had beon marooned for two days‘and nights 
and would have saffered mnch from thirst. but for a weleome shower when. they 
‘were able to collect some rain water. On his way from Khulna every few yards he 
passed dead cows and buffaloes and not infrequently hfiman beings and pigs, The > 
‘odour was too ‘horrible for adequate description, Vultures and crows were rarely 
to be seen, and it is sure that the inhabitants of the air suffered no loss than the 
residents on the land below. v 

The market places at Batiaghatta, Jalma, Chaina and Dacope had been levelled tothe 
ground and the Dacope police-station simply exisis no longer. . 

‘Mr. Ballantine Las. recorded in his tour diary a very vivid account of his perilous 
adventures. Room can only be found here for the following extracts: :— 

* oath September 1919.— é : 

as ce Ae 38: . . . . re 

At 11 A.Mswe weighed anchor and procseded up to Oura-Sipsa. Up to this the 
‘weather was monsoonish in character with nothing to suggest anything out of the 

ordinary. We proceeded to cross the Sipsa, which is over # mile wide, in a north- 
sentetip: diaayon with the wind dead ahead and had got to within 200%yards of the 
Bipiater iS scheme at north-west and set up a big eross sea 











‘loft us in the trough of the waves. As the steamer has very little free- and 
a ‘stand the rolling, we were obliged to change her course to again head the wind 
which had begun.rapiily to increase in strength ; us it was only by keeping her bow on 





S 


oe eon that, we could hope to keep her afléat in the very high seas which had now 
on this course to very nearly across the river to ite western bank. where 
6 make a small jangle kha! that I knew of, for a safe anchorage 
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to face it, aud the only thing left to be done was to quarter the waves diagonally down y 


wind and prevent her foundering before we reached the bank. - 
. . je . . . 

‘The bank ‘at this point and ondy this was covered with thin sapling jungle right up 
to the water’s edge, and these saplings had to be pressed down and the larger trees out 
before the vessel could ride over them. Fortunately the eyclone had banked up the water. 
which was now 3 or 4 feet deep'in the jungle, and the violence of the wind and waves. 
materially assisted the weakening effort of the steam capstan and drove the yeseel on to 
the bank a bare 18 feet (her extreme breadth). Then one or two waves,swamped and 
filled her. The vessel was now sank with about 4 feet of water over her lower deck 
and the storm blowing with intense violence and driving Lhge wayes right over the 
‘vessel. y Hs 

. . . . . . . wilt, ie 


It was now about midday, but as dark as midnight, and for the next two hours we 
were subjected to the potinding of the waves and the fu}l fury of the storm. I confess 
that I enteriained no hopes of surviving and had made such preparations as were 
possible for leaving the ship for the jungle in ease she broke up. _ 





. . . . oo ripe. A ALCS 
At about 3 p.m, the wind stopped dead and” most gnnatural calm resulted.” There 


‘was not a breath of air and the ‘waves which till (hen had been mountainous fell to 
‘absolute stillness and the surface of the river remained unruffied by even a ripple, 


. . . hs Rou . . 


‘The still interval lasted an hour and,then immediately the storm began to blow with 

equal violence but from due west. z 
M . . . . . . . 

26th September 1919.—In the afternoon another Andrew Yule & Co.'s steamer, the 
Ireland proceeding up from Calcutta, came alongside, She had met the cyclone in 
the western portion of the 24-Parganas, Sunderbans and reported numerous: vessels 
driven ashore or total wrecks along the route including the Siinwari which had 
driven bodily into the jungle with her flat. 

§ . a . . . . . 

We anchored that night just outside of Khulna as the serang did not venture to goin, 
there being so many wrecks in the river, All along the rout» the devastation of the 
cyclone was pitiful. Every house and tree had been blown flat und the rivers were 
covered with the carcases of cattle, interspersed with human bodies and deer, We passed 
several flats wrecked on the bank and not a single country boat was visible, almost all 
having been sunk and mort of them hopelessly wrecked, 


. . . . . . . 


3.—Extracts from report of A. J, Dash, Esq., Collector of Khulna, 





The storm. The time it Legan and warnings received—On the 24th September at 
dawn the sky was overcast and rain was falling. ‘The force of the wind was light. Wind 
and rain inereased during the morning and afternoon until the full force of the cyclone 
was experienced at about 4 P.M, to 7 Paw. at different places.» At Khulna (town) at 
8-30 P.M. a Juli took place for a period of about half an bour and the storm eontinued 
until after midnight. In places to the south of Khuina the storm occurred two or three 

-honvs earlier, A warning signal was received at Khulna at 12-58 on the 24th September 
1919 and was hoisted at 2-30, pases 

‘The directions of the wend.—The general direction of the wind at the beginning of 
the storm was from the east, At all places in the Satkbira subdivision, at Paikgachha and 
at Fultala the wind backed through north to west as the cyelone progressed showing thé 
centre of the storm passed south-east of these places. At Fakirhat, Rampal, Bagerhat and 
Kachua the wind veered through south to west, the centre thus passing to the north-west 
of these places, , « > 

The time and places where a tlt ocured—Khuina, Dumuria, Dacope, Batiaghata, 
Rampal, Kachua and Mollahat report a lull in the middle of the cyclone period, The 
Tull at Mollalmt, Bagerhat and Kechna was for ten minutes, The lull at Khulna was for 
half an hour and at Rainpal for one hour and these places may therefore be considered on 
the track of the contre, Mr, Ballantine, Superintendent of Police, Sylhet, was on board 
the Kotwal police launch and was caught in the eyclone and stranded in the Sunder~ 








bang at the northern junction of the Ura Sipsa with the Sipsa river and observed that a '_ 


lull took place at 3 Pat, ‘The centre therefore passed over this point. At. Khulna, 
Rampal, Batinghata, Dumuria avd Moltahat the Jull took place at about 8-30 or 9-30 Pat. © 
It can be inferred from these observations that the storm entered the district from the | 
south at about 9 a.m, on the 24th September and left the district at its north-east corner 
wie places whore the ill oveurre te wa holon thatthe wee wind fe wish peat 
wl ocourred it was noticed that “TORE 
suddenness and violence after the lull. us ; Se eae 


















; i 4 ue a bit? = 
one the saan pa of tho Morrolganj thane and in the 
er ‘hat ‘on the east and in the Kalaroa, Satkhira, * 
ta, und Kali Aloanas of the age subdisielon ch Ce wee “The rest of 
red hoavil he course therefor: tween these areas, ‘3 
fag areas appears to be abou 0 miles x a 
se . . . . . eee t* 





| places in or near the track of the ¢antre naturally suffered more severeiy, but 
Ree eee vole connstsariy IA plies wets eh ante ie Cae 





damage depending on the extent to which the place was expoved to the full ff of 
“eyclone. It was noticed that in the Sadar subdivision all the trees fell from north-east to 
| “south-west. In Bagerhat snbdivision most fell from south-east to north-west. The ‘ 
direction of the wind which was most violent can thus be inferred. | 
| e . * at * . . . 


| ‘The height of the storm wave.—Ono of the features of the eyclone was the storm wave 
which accompanied it, The water in the rivers rose 3 or 4 feet sbove high water level 
and in some places even higher. This caused considerable floods in localities near rivers. 
| The flood in most places subsided within a few hoars, but in the low and exposed paddy 
} lands bordering on the Sunderbans considerable damage to embankments und crops © 
resulted. In the Bagerhat subdivision iittle damage was done to embankments of wh' 
there are few. But the flood topped the high bank of the river (and embankment if any) 
and the flood water could not escape from the paddy fields, 
Tn the Sadar and Satkhira subdivisions many embankments were destroyed by the 
flood. , Crops were damaged by the rush of water and not by prolonged submergence, 
Observations on the height of the flood by various officers aro appended below:— 
"Sadar subdivision, Bagerbat. Satkbion. | 
Fe. Pt i 
By Sadar Subdivisional Officer— 4 
In south of subdivisen =... 5 Molistat «.. 3 Shyamnagar ... 4) 
» north” — ditto pei | Dow. dt ‘ 
i extremesouth = 4, 3 Kachua ... 7) 
By other ofticars— Rampal... 7) + 
‘Terokhada ee pcre | 
Palerhat 
Dumaria + 
| Dacope 
Daalatpur 
Faltolla te 
Khulna, aa 
Batiaghatta — ... 





Bad 
. bee lalon 








\ 
me + 
rt 


4—Extracts from the report of the Suporintendont of Police, Khulna, 
: ‘By 5-45 p.w. it was us dark asa baker's oven and the velocity of the wind began to. 


jinorease, It blew practically due east and at 7 P.a. the storm was so intense that glass 
* doors and venetians could no longer stand the storm. 


. . . . . . hae 






BL ners . . a paicasaaa jaees 
3 there was an obvious lull, : v eect 
. . . . . . . 





act from turthar report by the Suporintendent of Police, Khulna, 
page ete + . . . eke 


. 
Despatch steamer Shinwari was blown ashore about [4 


pees 
:and bavos. 
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greater fofce and continued till 1-30 a.m, of the next day. ‘Chere was heavy rainfall 
during the whole period of the cyclone. It was slight during daytime, t i 
e . . . - Ne . . tS ae 


7.— Extract from the report of Babu Banku Behari Pandit, Circle OMcer, | 
Dumuria. rs 


Qn the morning of the 24th September rain set in and there was very little indication , 
of the coming storm. By noon the condition of the weather change: and in the afternoon 
siorm raged with great vidlence attended with rain, At 8 P.M. its force was great and up 
to this time its direction was mainly north-east. After 9 p.m, it stopped for half an hour 
and again blew with great velocity and continued up to about 2 a.m on the 25th when the 
wind changed into southward, - 














Extract from the report of Babu Digendra Prosi 
Batiaghatta, 





Nag, Clrote OMmoer, 


From the morning of the 24th September 1919 the atmosphere became gloomy and it 
became drizzling from 7 a.m. and wind was blowing from the east. Gradually the fary 
‘of the east wind increased, which continued up to 2 P.M» ‘There was a complete cessation 
of the cyclone at about § P.M, and it lasted for an hour. Again from 9 P.at. it continued 
‘with greater velocity than before from the west. , 3 


9,—Extract from the report of Babu Harendra Narayan Bose, Circle Officer, 
Shyamnegar (Satkhira| 


Very early on (he 24th September morning indications of monsconish weather 
appeured, ‘he skies were overcast and a fairly strong east wind began to blow, “Tt was 
drizzling the whole of that mornivg. From about midday the clouds thickened, and 
the course of the wind deflected towards the north-east with developing intensity and 
rain began to'pour in torrents. Gradually as the day wore on, the intensity of the wind 
imercased as well a8 the accompanying downpour. From about 4 P.M, it developed into a 
violent storm accompanied by heavy yainfull and continued with unabated fury till 8 P.x., 
the wind in the meantime gradually veering round to north-west, A very few terrible 
Hace came from this, Along with the cyclone a tremenious storm-wave rose up from 
the rivers, 


10.—Extract from the report of Babu Bankim Chandra Gupta, Circle omeer, 
Moliabat (Bagerhat). 


At nightfall on tle 24th the wind began to blow with greater fury and, continued 
thus till 8 P.at, when it suddently reached its culminating point and the storm began to blow 
in way never before known. After 10 Px. there was lull for an hour and again the 
storms appeared from the opposite direction with less forov, First the course of the. storm 
was from the south-east to north-west aud latterly from the north-west, There was a rise of 
tidal waves up to 2 cubits, and their course was from the south-vast to north-west. ‘The 
terrible visitation disappeared with the dawn of the following day. It is ramoured among 
the villagers that-a red glow was noticeable in the firmament during the interval of the- 
first visitation and the second atiaok. y 





11,.— Extreet from the report of Babu Jogendra Nath Dey, Cirole officor, 
Bagorhat. 3 F 
The storm actually began at 4 Pat. It grew furious from the evening of the 
doy. The direction of the wind was from south-east up to 9-80 P.M, There was. 
then 4 lull for about 12 minutes when the direction of the wind changed and 
the sto:m blew frém south-west, ‘The height of the storm-waves was about 6 feet, 


E doe 
12.—Extract from the report of the Circie Officer, Badhal. 


From the early morning of the 24th September threatening clouds were seen and. 
winds were blowing with downpour at times. Conditions became positively dangerous at 
about 4-20 p.m. and the storm proper begun a little before dusk when the wind. was 

. blowing from the east. Its direction gradually changed to south- and at dbout 9 p.m. > 
when it began to blow from a point between south and south: the fury ceached its 
height and most of the damages were done at tbat time. It lasted for a long time und, 

jadually Teaching the south, the storm abated at about 1-20 to 2 a.m. of tho 25ch fastent. 

There was comparatively a lull for some 15 er 20 minutes betwi 10 to IL Pam 
‘The height of the storm-waves ou the river was estimated to be from 2to3i fest, 

a Bn. f 
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‘8—Extract trom the report of Circle Omesr, Rampal. — 
“The storm began at 3 P.M. of the 24th September 1919, . 
_, . Duration—From 3 p.a, to 9P.4 in full force, Rest for one hour and after 11 p.m. to 
“8 aT eke September) in greater forew, ‘ Fs 


ree.—During eyclone—First-half from east, second-half from south, and reverse 
_ after the eyclone. 























Se 








D7 " t4.-Extract from the report of Babu Narendra Nath Mukherjee, 
Cirole Officer of Unions I, X and polloe-station Rampal, 


The storm began at 3 p.m. of the 24th September 1919 and it blew fnrionsly np to 
QP. At first the direction of the wind was from the east and then after the inl, which 
‘was for an hour and «half after 9 p.a., the coturse of the storm changed and it blew ‘from 

~gouch with greater, foros up to. a.m, “The helght of the starmowsves ‘vatled “from 
to 4 cubits, 








15.—Extracts from the report of tho Collector of Bakarganj. 
. . . . . . te ie 


At dawn of the 24th Septémber the sky was clouded and on thy cust was colowred 
with an unusual redness. Driraling rain fell with slow gusts of wind from the qust at 
$ A.M, the direction of the wind changed a little, and there Was a heavy and almost 
incessant downpour with occasional gusts of strong south-east wind, There wis a com- 
parative lull from 4 to 6 P.M. Afler 6 P.M, the violence of the wind increased and a 
regular storm began to blow from the south-oast, It gradually increased in Eory and 
reached its maximum about 10 pt. The greatest damige was done between 10 to 12 Past. 
‘The course of the wind appear: to have changed a little during these hours, giists coming 
from the south. ‘The fury of the storm began to abate after midnight when the direction 
‘of the wind changed from south to south-west. ‘The storm was over by 3 A.M. of the 25th 
September and after dawn thore was fino unclonded woather. No lightning was seen or 
thunder heard during the whole of the day and night of the 24th September. 


A similar or more disastrous cyclone took place on the 3lst October 1876, It passod 
over the Dakhin Shubazpur island and Baufal and Golachipa thanas in the Patuakhali 
subdivision, In that cyclone it was not the wind waieh proved tho greatest instrument 
of dostrnction, . It was the storm-wave, sweeping along to w height from 20 to 40 foot, 
which did the most damage. In some places, where the wave met with resistance, it 
mourited even higher than that. In that storm and inundation the total lows of human 
life by drowning amounted to 105,000 as shown below :— : 








‘telat Probable 











population. aoe 

Dakhin Shabazpur island 221,000 70,000 

fal thana y.. 118,000 15,000 

Golachipa 98,000 20,000 

437,000 105,000 
. . . . : . . 


Extracts from the roport of the Subdivisional OMmee of Narall 
(Jessore). 








. . > . let hy 8 . . 
. As the day advanced there were heavy showers, and the high easterly wind grew 
‘stronger and stronger. After midday the showers continued and the weather became 

mally threatening, and at evening there was a cyclone of unusual severity which raged 
riously from about § P.M. up till 3 A.M. ‘The direction of the wind changed gradually 
to the north-east and subsequently when it was most lutense it blew ‘from thé north, 

* “It is reported that there was a Tull during the sterm and that the direction of the 
"wind changed from north-east to due north after the lull, It is further reported that 
“during this {ull the western horizon looked bright red and fiery, so much so that persons 
‘who witnessed it reported that it illumined the surface of the earth for a short tims. ‘Tho 
“Jnl, however, was of such a short duration that it was only noticed by jee who were 
2) “at the time rescuing people and ruining to places of safety. storm ended 
rE gether by AM, 


. + . . . 


aie 
The height of the storm-waves was, roughly speaking, 4 feet only, — 
Bets i i 

















ae 4. . . . . 
Never within g memory was there another cyclone of this type in this sub- 





the 


“Much has As deh of the cyclone of 1909, but people are hide that 











, 18.—Extracts from the report of the Collecto: 











prowent eye far more intense yanalat ert in a a eo : 
iPhelaller, aa repr: Gees, was of greater iat pemrets aly while 
ea élamage it caused was not even one-tenth of the damage caused to life ant granary, by 


the present poe and was not aecompanied by ps pen aso: m Vf pian it 
° . * . . Po te ain 


17,—Extraote from notes, dated 30th Soptombor 1919 by Ral Amar Nath Das 
+ Bahadur, Superintending Engineer, South-Western Circle, on his + 
Inspection of the Madaripur bhil route. ) 


The gauge reading at Takerhat (on the Madaripur bhil canal) indicated a Hero tek 
1 foot in level as found on the morning of the 25ti, During the storm the 
80 high that the level could not be fix hy the Sub-Overseer, who went out of his n auariors 
curing the period of the ull at 11-30 Pag. 


As regards the storm ‘itself, it open that from what I could gather from the 
departmental subordinates, that the first direction of the wind was from the north cast 
‘and then a period of Jul! and then the direction changed. It is uncertain whether it was 
ruptfy from the north-east to its opposite south-west, butT think the change was against 
the hands of the watch, indicating the centre of the starm to the east, but very close to 
all tbe places, Khulna, Haridaspur and ‘Tskerhat, Mr, Woodward, Chief Engineer of 
r Foyers, lying near the 6th mile post of the bhil route, told me that he noticed the 
neroid, barometer indicated a fall to 28° inches which remained stationary for the 
period of hull. 
‘The period of lull.is given at Khulna at about 10 to 10-30 raw. ; at Haridaspur it 
is given by the Sub-Oversoor at 10-30 to 11 p.m. At Futteypur ‘it is given at 11 
to 11-80 p.m. 























of Farldp: 


. . Se . . PSs . 


In the Sadar subdivision, the cyclone began im right earnest at about 10-30 p.m, 
when it was blowing ffom the south-east. There was a temporary lull for 15 minutes 
at midnight, after which it resumed its course from the weat-south-west and raged 
furiously till about 4 o'clock in the morning. ~The highest intensity. was reached between 
12-30 and 2 a.m. Thanas Bhanga, Nagarkanda and Sadarpur and chars Salepur and 
Harirampur in thana Bhadrasan were the biggest sufferers. In these chars it {8 reported 
that the height of the storm-waves varied from 6 feet to 9 feet, ‘The rainfall recorded in 
Faridpur next morning was 7*7 inches. Maidhukhali and Bhusna thanas weré ‘Practically 
left untouched, 

In the Madaripur subdivision, the siorm was very severe between 9 P.M. and 3 A.M, 
‘and it was at its highest between 11 and 2. The wind blew at first from the ‘south-east, 
‘after which it came from the south and gradually veered round to the south-west. It 
began to subsitle about 3 o'clock in the morning, and at daybreak, there was uo gale 
worth the name, he brant of the blow fell on thava Sibehar, where iron posts of 
8" x 4’ were bent and twisted. and on the northern and eastern portions of thana 
Matbarerchar. Next in order come thanas Rajoir, Madaripur and Palong. Throughout > 
this area the waves were high and overtopped the banks at several places, but nowhere 
did they penetrate any appreciable distance inland. ‘The readings on thé following day 
at 8 Ast, in the two rainfall gauges at Madaripur and Patong were 16 and 6 inches, 
respectively. 

At Goralgany the storm began at 5 P.M, and blew steadily from the north-east with . 
increasing violence till 9-30 P.M. A quarter of an hour later there was » complete lull. 
What followed has thus been described by the Subdivisional Officer :— 


ree thonght that the storm was over and came out of the places where they te aS oI 
crouched for shelter. T wont over to the office to find it blown down completely. Ma 
ranath Institution building was also a total wreck. ‘The road was littered with ‘biocks of 
stin and fallen tree, 1 then came back to my honse ‘and Pd just oa 
inspect the damage done when the storm broke out afresh. It 1 

At 11-30 p.m. it was blowing with all its former fary from the south-west, 














change in the direction of the wind the river water began to 
‘At abont 1 4.4. my compound and the fields adjoining 
‘one with the river. “(The Subdivisional Officer ee 
from 4 feet to 6 feet in various parts of the: subdivision.) A 
‘this time towards the south, I thought at the time that a fire 
ae villages towards the south, but as iv was visible from all over t 
it must have been connected in some This red’ 
and the rise in the river water stenck terror in the 
storm, however, began to die down, weataly oe it 
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19.—Extracts trom the report of the Gycione Relief OMicer.of Bhanga, 
Hi it ‘ i i ‘Faridpur, . i _ ‘ 
. \ * ne! he ee . . i . 
It Was raining during the whole day ‘and a strong’ south-easterly wind way also 
blowing. eRe ¥ f © ‘ 
na . . . . A * Py 


Later on in the evening however and as the night advanced the wind began to. blow 
©) * more and more severely and the rain fell in torrents. . 
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* 44 
Strong cyclonic gusts of wind went of till midnight when there was a temporary 
‘lullfor about 15 minutes. After this the wind veered round and began to biow in wild 
fury from the west-south-west and continued with onabated violence till daybreat, 


20.Roport of the Meteorologieai Reporter, @ 
‘Goalundo, 24th September 1919 (a.m.) 





jundo, 


Slight showers during the morning inereus 
ing towards afternoon,  Squally wind » 
. north-east, 
ta (P.m.) 4. Squalls gradually increasing in violence, 
. wind east north-east, 
» 25th September 1919 (midnight)... Weather \eycionic. Wind force equal to 
“that of cyclone of 1909. Wind shifted 
at 1 A.M, t0 north-north-east, Unable 
‘ x to stand on deck. All stem moorings 
¥ cast off and vowel riding head to wind, 
2 windows, doors, ete, blown in, Cabins 
, floaded. } 
4 ie (4-30 A.M) «4 Storm abated ‘rapidly. Clear sky. Sea 
smooth. Clearing rapidly. 
° a . . . . . . 











ort of the Collector of Dacaa. 
. . . . . . . . 


Itwas at § P.M, that the first warning of an approaching cyclone was received at 
Narayanganj, By 9 p.m, the .wind was blowing hard, but had soareely developed into a 
storm, et 


After a careful comparison of the various reports received the following time-table 

tas been prepared -— 9 
Munshiganj, Narayanganj, and Manikganj give practically identival: times’ for each 

phuse of the storm. : 


9-11 Pat, Strong east wind, é 

Ll Pa The storm became cyclonic in violence, . 

1AM, Storm at its climax for first period. " 

2-3 a.m, A partial lull during which the wind began to blow from south and 
south-west. ' 

4-30 a.M. ‘The cyclone proper had passed. leaving a high wind blowing which 
continued to about 8 or 9 am. i 





. Observations for South Sadar were taken from the neighbourhood of the Agla Bhil, 
Newabisi polive-station, and may be considered roughly correct for Srinagat thana as 
well, The general description tallies with that given by Manshiganj, Narayanganj and 
Mauikganj, save that in the case of che country round Agla each phase in the storm took 
place half'an hour earlier, . 

All reports except for Manikganj are in agreement on one point, namely, that the 
wind started blowing from the east, that in the course of the storm, ‘usually about the 
time of the lull it changed round through south wnd during the latter part blew from the 
south-west and west. In Manikganj the winds changed from east to west through 
north. ‘The easterly wind betoKened the passage of the front, the lull of the centre and the 
“westerly wind of the rear of the cyclone. ‘The Lull was at Narayanganj, Munshi- 
ganj and Manikganj, but complots at Dadea and ¥i near Sabbar, It ‘is 16 
eee, are that the former places lay"between the centre and the outside of the cyclone, and 
ee F roughly in she centre of its path, ‘The time of the lull at Fulbaria was the, same 















; Padma; that it moved 
fof travel wus betwoen 20 and 25 miles an hour. 
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. 5 Sel 4 ‘ i 
‘The width of the storm was ronghly 45 miles. | Tha western boundary Of the ares: of 
devastation is a line through Jaigir in Manik ‘abittiions almost para vee ae 
of the Meghna river which formed the eastern boundary. i 
‘An aneroid reading at Narayangahj showed a fall from 28-75 to 27°50. tig 
‘The rainfall recorded at 8 4.M. on 26th September was 7 inches at Nara; 7°63, 
+ at Dacca and 8-12 inches at Munshiganj, The average rainfall in the month of ber 
ia 9 inches, There is no indication that there was any distinct storm-wave such as 
devastated Bakarganj and Chittagong in 1876 and 1897. Tt was, however, new moon and 
+ consequently the tides were high und the current strong, The wind blowing against th 
~ treum at the beginning of the cyclone and the heavy rainfall combined to raise the water 
level by 4 to G feet while on the large and more open expanses of water ; the ordinary 
waves Paised by the wind attained a height of 6 or 7 feet; It was observed at Srinagar 
that the rise of the water coincided with the change of direction of the wind to the west, 
‘When the wind veered to the west, the violence of the wind and waves swept away 
innumerable huis, und most of the casualties in, the Padma ehars must haye oceurre 
then. & 5 
‘ : . . . . oe he 
"The intensity of the storm decreased as it moved north, though: it wag still sufficient 
to Cause widespread destruction among the jack trees and mangoes of Manahordi. 
dt was of extreme violence on a 25-mile front centreing on Lohajang at its entry into 
the district aid continued so for a distance northwanga of 30 miles, the northern Limit of 
greutest'intensity being « line approximately from Sabhar to Gopaldi., Some bighas of 
Yand in Lohajang were completely washed away by the, waves engulfing a number of 
houses, whilst of the two flats at oliajang, one Was driven ashore and the other foundered 
in deep water. In Dacca town the Buckland Bund made of brick and cement was badly 
breached, while two railway tracks were blown over at the railway station yard. 
Massive électric light standards and telegraph posts were blown down in every direction, 
‘The wind acted: however with cntions fitfulness ; groups of honses weré left untonched 
while others in their immediate vicinity were dwstroyed. This has been observed to occu 
at several places in the district. Ae 



































. . . . . . . oi 

2. Barometric readings.—The fignres given in my former report, viz. a fall from 
26:75 to 27-50, were taken from an aneroid reading at Narayanganj. Godden now 
reports as follows :—*: The glass was steady on the 24th at about 29°30 till 7-30 P.at, when 
it began to drop and fell to 28-40, These readings were taken at Netaiganj,” e 


. * . * . . . . 








22,—The Commander of the India General Navigation Company's flat 
“Varuna” at Lohajang recorded as follows. 


24th.—18-40 hours noticed weather, looked very suspicious, 

Wind east-north—east. 

Wind freshening 22 hours, 

Wind increasing about midnight and turned round to the southwards, ‘s 

25th.—1 a.m. Wind shifted to south enst and blew in terrific ayualls with a very 
strong tush of tide which I have since realised was a storm wave. It rose from 
appearances on the bank to 6 feet wbove the level of the bank. 


23,—Extract from a letter of the Rev. H. Bridges, Macca. 
4 . ’ { Soy) . . . ri ~ 


b ~ ; ° 

“On the night of the cyclone September 14th last I was anchored in my motor boat off 
the village of Dayapur (or Musharikhola) on the river Buriganga about 2 miles. below its 
junction with the Dhaleswari, During’ the evening there was « fresh south-east breeze 
dlowing with occasional bursts of rain. By p.m, the .wind had increased consiqer- 
ably and there Was quite © rough sea running in the river. Soon after 11 o'clock 
the wind was blowing very strongly indeed and veering round a litte towards the south ; " 
at the‘ same time there was a continual downpour of rain. 1-30 most of the 
villagers hud lost their houses anil were pert in the chureh, At 
the wind dropped almost snddenly and it became possible to see the. stars 
among the clouds, So complete was the calm that the villagers were 
among the ruins of their baris with naked lights for a short time, - 
honr, however, the wind began to blow , this time from the 
soon it appeared to be even more violent than before. Many ‘i 
the first onslaught came crasl down, At 3-15 4. M. two men 
their boat with two compani 























dit 
as near as I could tell from north-north-west. The 
9 hee ces ius bys ‘about Beal ott ite, bole 
nition. VN the storm vat its height 
some Bord test, subsidii ing cesta tech ‘early morning. 
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e ¢ calm interval my. motor boat ‘ot blown on to the shor and there 
8 the water receded high and di psi nanan the river's edge. 
< Cae Se eee : 





ei aed . . pony 








| 24,—Extracts from the report of Babu Mahatop Chandra Ghosh, Circie 
Officer, South Sadar, Dacca. 4 F 





ee Ny 
x 3. ue . * . . 
~*- At8-80 we reached Sibrampur. ees At 10-20 P.M, regalar storm 
‘began directly from the east and tho fury increased every moment, nee ; 


‘The fury of the storm began to slacken and a little after there was a perfect oalm, the 
rain abated, and we saw lights were passing ata distance which indicated that the villagers 
were moving about, 

‘The lull lasted for about half-an-hour and then the sécond phase of the storm began 
aécompunied by rain. ‘This time the wind blew directly from the west and it seemed as 
of ee oe was replying to the east. It continued till about 7 A.M. when it showed signs 

abatement. ; * 


so gga - . . . . | 


‘The place where our boat capsized is about 4 miles from the place where we anchored, 
It is known as the Agla bil. j 

Immediately ‘after the cyclone I went round the whol€ of the Nawabganj thana, 
Ii became at once upparant that the damage cn the western side of the thana (ie. in 
Sikaripara and Joykrishnapur unions) was far less than the damage suffered by. the 
eastern unions (viz, Agia, Kailail,vete,). 

In Kushumhati and Nyabari unions people experienced that the cyclone began from 
tis south-east, and it subsequently. to the north-west, but my personal experience 
ut Agla was a littlo different. Tam quite certain the wind was easterly at first wnd after 
the lull it blew from the west: ‘The change took place counter-clockwise, 


25.—Extract from the report of the Collector of Tippera. 


At about 10 p.m, the wind developed into severe storm. It first took ite course 
from the south-east and then from the soath and south-west and continned {ill the next 
morning. : 


26,—Extracts from the report of the District Economic Int: 
Mymensingh, \ 





nce Officer, 


The storm began to blow rather violently at about 2 A.af, of the 25th September 1019, 
* It grew in intensity at about 4-30 a.at, and was most violent between 4-30 and 6-30 A,a., 
at Kishoroganj side a lull was noticed between 6-30 and 5-30 A.M, but after 8-30 A.M. it 
again became violent till 11 a.m. when it altogether ceased. 
. . . aan . . . 
At Bhairab Bazar the storm began at 8 P.M-of the 24th Septembor 1919 accompanied 
by drizalmg. Itthen grew in intensity till 3 a.m. and was most severe between 3 and 
5 a.m. and stopped at 6 A.M, ‘The direction there was at first from south-cast to/ 
_ north-west and in its period of-severity it blew from the south to north with a httle 
inclination towards west. sant 5 


. te 
_ In the Meghna the height of the waves was 10 feet to 15 feet above the water level, 
‘In tlie Brahmaputra too they rose from 7 feet to § feet. 
“Whe raipfall wax between 3 to 4 inches on the average. At Netrokona it wan 5:55 
inches. At 9 A.M. of the 25th September the rainfal] reading was 3°21 inches at 
Mymensingh. : 


27.—Extract from a letter from the Commissioner, Surma vVatiey, Assam. 


; - . a? . . . . 
"Phe cyclone pased into Sylhet, its strength diminishing as it went, A certain 
re ikeiicinat casagec tee ‘was done in the Sanamgnaj and Habiganj subdivisions, ‘ut 1 
understand. that ically no damage was done to the rice crop and no loss of life 
ons ‘hus been reported, i oe : 
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A Fai 5 4 
er gic use APPENDIX’B. : 
z ‘ i . 
ne Damage as reported by District Ofeers, - 
T 
F Number 
‘Namber of ‘usher. | 
. ee mange cattle ile, fakes end houses 
A } ‘shops demolished, 
1 sv qr ae eae “6 it 
; 
Khulna... 433- | 28,089 | 1,289 
Bakurganj 3 | 970) a1. 
Jessore "... He 0 39 | 19 
Faridpur he 613 3639 | 1,888 
Dacou 1,928 | 3,530] |, 7,513 
Tippora 2. ri 12 360 
Mymensingh Pa 123 732 1,425 
3; Total 3,203 | 38,951 11,699. 
ate — 1 as — — 
APPENDIX C. 
‘The jute crop of the affected tract. 
ae 
Quant sia 
Raum or | 4% andor io | Oe ipa a fo ui, | saat th 
Bimmer, | gate, | aad aurea | tyne 
1 one gf tol ‘ a tira 
Acres. Mads. Mads, Re. Re Mds, Re 
Kivulna 8,182 1,17,806 73,628 7 6,16.896 44,178 2,20,890 
‘Bakarganj <u wag pee 4 we |) 668,880, fan 
Teavore | 77,725 | 48,578 7 340,086] 29,147 145,735 
Faridpor | 32,89,150 | 2084469 8 1,61,95,752 | 12,14,681 60,783,405, 
Dacca ¥ | 41,92,300 | 26,20,188 10} 2,62,01,880'| 15,72,112 78,60,560 
‘Vippera F 877,270 | 548294 8 '43,86,352 | 328,976 16,44,880 
Mymensingh ... | _9,16,02! 50,88,008 | 31,80,002 10. | 8,18,00,020 | 15,0801 | 95,40,005 
Total... | 8,71,882 | 1,85,92,254 | 84,95,169 8 | 8,00,07,826 | 60,97,095 | 2,54,86,¢75 
or, in round | 8,72,000 | 1,36,00,000 | 85,00,000 51,00,000 | 2,55,00,000 
‘pumbers, ij 
x . 
APPENDIX D. ~ * 
. Relief Circles, é ‘ 
District Be ee , 
ead = 26 
en 9 oui 
yi: 7 * 
3 ; 
Re 
, ie zi 2 f 
tis a 7 
shear 
: ‘ | Potat 2 








SRO Cae wba tare gate ewATy ome 
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APPENDIX E. : . 
y Number of official relief committees. — ~ 
‘ ‘Number of Number of | amber of union 
‘miter cmmiton cada, 
1 2 100° 
0: 1 8 ee 
. oo & 2 Ba . 
1 8 us 
1 3 296 
oe 1 1 
oe 1 2 21 
a 6 u“ yea 
. ‘Committees formed by the Bengal Belief Pund'are not ineladed. 
APPENDIX F. ve 
Dopots. 
en 
Disteet ™ 
4 Fics and doth tad 
Dacea 8 23 
. ymensingh a 
Faridpur | E 3 7 
Bakarganj on as seat ul 
Khulna SI Khas “mahal and, 
Forest offices ... 4 
‘Total ws Wifexaluding , 
A Khas mahal » 
and Forest 
offices in 
Khulna) 45 e 
‘STATEMENT |—(District Totals). 
Agricultural Loans, 
District. No. of groups, No, of pervona, Amount of Jouns giver. 
"a Rs. 
Dacca 6,860 T7152 8,17,050 
Mymensingh |. 261 Zy98 17,793 
Faridpar 942 10,861 108,380 
Bakarganj 1,282 7/348 4980 
Khulna 597 14,527 174.967 
Jessore ‘866 8,058 ‘81; 
Total wu 11,898 120,042 12,55,090 
aul 7 
\ | STATEMENT I(District Totals). , 
Seed Loans. . 
Ditech Nivet pares, 
fs Dacea 12,258 
Farid 12/364 
tn ite 5,099 
2 Khulna r 1468 
: Co ee masooligve 1 e108 
+ ‘emeperem ea ermametnres. at = 
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a % 
» 2 STATEMENT Hil. | e 
. " ‘ 
is Seed Distribution. bs 
paronate,) Vata of achat tora Quan (recor. | gina. | sala, |. Se” lenis aah 
spas | pena a ye |Get | ity” | pro A} Yoav. : 
. onan. 
ohare, | | 
a | ¥ { | { 7 chai. 
el |e peep ted of mp adem fone dae 
= Bite — 
ae ee | me. a, | sede | ata | tes | Ref Ra 
snase | ar) | aaoare| fet | suas | soo | mags!) ger 84/1000 2 
| | approxi- 
11,086 axe] aor co 3,006 0 300 wv | 10)) mately) ~ 
ae0.iTe | eae | arisaos [Tava Toner som | eraoe| noe) inate | 1.0n000 samaan| Water 











* Ineludes Ws, 650 00 wecount of temporary establishment, 


STATEMENT IV—(District Totals, 


Gratuitous relief In cash from State Funds. 






Disrmtor. 




















7 Ra ar. 

10 8 

a" 22 8 

Bakarganj 121 2568 
Teanore & ie 6 

Khalna ee i ON a 4 

‘Tipper 87 WI 28u 

Total a 188 am | 110 6 





STATEMENT V—(District Totals). 


Paddy-husking advances from State Funds. 
Se 
AGGREGATE NUMDER OF PERSONS RELIEVED PROM | | 
BEOINNING TO END. 











Woren. | \Guildien, 
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STATEMENT VIl.—(District Total 


Gratuitous relief in rice from State Fun: 


















































| @  Aconmaare soxwen neztevEn rnow 
i BEGINMING ‘TO EXD. vege 
Disrarcr. = & = Potal cost, cost por 
1 1 head, 
Men, | Women, | Ghildrvo, | 
ae eS 4 | 6 7 
igs 7 re \ n 
| Rs, Ra a. &, 
Dacca | 14,926 10.505 om 8 
‘Mymensingh i es oS 
Farid por | 10,600 14,061 156 8 
Bakarganj | 1,967 45 | 0 61 
Jessore t 1272 1,000 om 7 
Khalna 14,497 26,201 112 1t 
Tippera on. | 8,027 6656 | 018 8 
| 
Total wf 5 a0 | 507 | B17? | + seas) 1 2 6 


STATEMENT VIII. 


Cloth Distribution. 





‘Dusraict. 











em ae 








waas | 18208 


























‘ 























‘ z STATEMENT 1X.—(District oteiee: : 


Gratuitous relief In cloth from state Funds. — 








. 
Aggregate nomber py oAees. 
é District. ee ‘Toul cont, Average on 
. Rs. A. P. 
Dacca ws 34,123 76,246 2.00 

Mymensii z 
age 115.10 
200 
212 
142 
on BLA12 1 8 

+ Some were given ball piso called aban. 
rte STATEMENT x. 


Net Expenditure from State Funds. 





Gnavurrous matter 




































Distriet, | ‘Total. 
cna | es aa Eee { 
ec ae 
f 
: bs fede ° - w fu fo 
1 rte | 
te | me | me | mee Be | Ra Re 
sae | 10300 | reset ave | an 
arm | aes | seas | ee 
‘so | aga | Ses tou Saar 
tah | aa | ie 
rem | <0 % 
i| tat) Be 2am 
nae | oe ~ 
ey ie 
Tases [Yonsei tans | avant 














sz 8.643 | BOATL 











*, Tstodn lary of te Adan! Conmiione oi is Finacial satan. 
1 Hewes Ha 88 Fr raat expec facta wo ep 
396 for running expenses of lautaches. 





STATEMENT XI. 








Nani oy vonD, | cam vette, Bige relat, Oloen revit. | ‘ana ‘Total, 





Cyclone Central Relief Fund vee | 29049865 | 7 E8200 \ any at 


Bengal Relief Fand we | "77,000 00 
Ram Krishna Mission 8 eae 
Social Service Leagne 2,826 
Servants of India Society 5,000 
Sadharan Brabmo Samaj 


Ramlal Mukerji Fand (Dacca) eh é 2207 
Joy Gobinds Lahs Fund (Raridpur) 
‘Smaller funds, Dacca 

Ditto.’ Mymensingh 

Ditto Paridpur 

Ditto Bakarganj 

Ditto Khulua 

Ditto —_Jeanore 

Ditto Tippera 


‘Total 




















+ The fugores forthe Hone Mellel Fu0d are only epproxiniate, as the offeers of Chat and have not yet Deen ableto complete the 
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‘District Totals of relief given from Non-State funds, 





Cyclone Central Relief Fund. 




























































































Ree | Rear} Re | Re | Re | Re, Re. 
61,196 | aw 2,885| 9600) 9802} 779 bes 
63,101 | 90,819) 7,603 ‘ae 2,869,080 
1,24207 | 99,819 | 2.835 | 10,108 | 9as2 | 779 | 2,87,688 | “2.69,060 
Mrwexainon, | 
Bhadralok 1,564) 1139] 854 
Others 10,888 | 25,554 | ue 
“Total Fane52 | y6ee7 | Boa | ow 
i | | 
Fanioren, | i 
Bhadralok 28, 189.| ‘a 
Others 18,770 9,758 | (eh 
> ie | | 
Total | 44,490 | 9,007 | ae 2,788 | a 1,19,538, | 1.25,785 
| \( 
BakAnoara, | | 
Bhadralok a9 | 
Others | 805 
| | $ 
Total y564 | a4 | 3.864 
| al } 
Kareyoa | | 
| | 
Bhadralok =... | —-12,859 1 6 ea coc 8ecae “a 
Others oe 12,086 4,869 | 7,784 8,968 | 1,775 | - 
ee 
Total 1 24,945 4,859, 7,784) 3,968 | 1,601) 44,882 | 44,882 
Tussone a 6,803 988). Es ” ase | "8,388 
Tiprmna ve] 2,048 7,106 | a fs ae 10146) 10,198 
Toran ae] 214,935 | 1,85.980 | 38,160 | 14.07) | 13,910 2,830 | 4,658,686 | 5,11,817 


























Bengal Rell Fund. 
" Distries. ‘Total cxpenditare. 
3 s Rs, 
Dacca ys 44,170 y 
Mymensingh $s ‘ 
Faridpur 12'837 
Bakarganj 21825 
Jessore 4,250 » 
. Khulna, 5,598 
nes Tippera be 21200 
- nea etd we we 12,978 


f ret BR. 8) They apes ‘ 4 
ag acces str armor oy at in nwa tn 
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2 . . ibe by 8,432 
thes 20a | a2 
1073 | 1242 | 439 ArT SRE te 
522 





038 | 79 
ns 
3508 | 20,108 | 4,632 of et 2,291 | 83,150 
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Looaurn ous oF RALIRY O1YiN, 
“otal 
monn | Huts. (1) Medical 
stot for me 
Diarevent’| ‘Valen or rateteentee | Dato | -ateot | ct 
sobdiiaone | rane men | orn re ek 
| i 
1 ei c# 1 » fa | o 
‘Daca. m/e 
Bopdiriion— | 1, Tarpumn charwndotber| 304018 | si-tse010 an} as * 
SGcaigen |" “ehmre'of the Padma 
Set dramear,Bimor 
Khawen  Korbath 
hans Lonajen | 
4. olin Pabtiacc na | exeiony | ateaem | tam | a8) sie “| am) an | toe 
‘irae that | 
anata, \ 
reistoie| at-seane ser | 40s wo) ome) oe . ” 
hone thine | 
= | ani | | 
dows, | { \ 
feupaividon— | 1. Radner | 
‘Neral Banas ut |faoaionio| inane] ser) ten) nes) nase] ant] gee) ame] ae “ 
‘ana Raragas 
| 
| 
Dat thane Naw |.toaosaio| sitsanie| a4) die tart ponte) | 1m} 0 freee 
| “ 
2 VRIES tunon Kota-| ai-iocteie | at-tgoi | a.008 | 48} ato) Lecatrunan ce) | eo | as + [roc 
mre I oe 
| } ee | | 
Partipur so) one to 9o,3. Moy, Rag. fm 110.010 oT ie SIRs ete see ies We t * 
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i | 6.200 
*) “Khatoa | Bagerhat =... | 500 1,300 | 3,600 
cmeethgl 
‘e Total... 2,100 | ~ 9900 
i i 
Sadharan Brahmo Samaj. 
DisrRic’ 
Rs. Rs. | Re. . 
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Narayanganj 
| Sadar . is 
| 
Total } 
, Faridpor | 
. i 100 | 
M, ingh + | Sadar 2 400 | | ; 
peas eee “ a 700 || | 
| Toul 7,100 | | 
| 
Khulna + | Bagerhat a 600. b 
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Vidyasagar Memorial Fund wo. 200 
és cal 1984 128 
Total 25 | 1.873 1,878 
Khulna, } 
Disisct ligt Pund® 762 838 | 1,071 6,316 
District Fund? “ 632 2.363 “ 12214 
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GRANT OF ONCESSIONS IN THE MATTER OF SECURING 
_ CIVIL, APPOINTMENTS UNDER GOVERNMENT TO THOSE 
PERSONS WHO HAVE RENDERED SERVICE IN A 
WAR BOARD OR IN AN EMPLOYMENT AND LABOUR ™ 
BOARD IN CONNECTION WITH THE es ae OF 
THE WAR. 





GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 
POLITICAL DEPARTMENT. 
Political Branch, 


CALCUTTA, rae lira MARCH 1920. 


RESOLUTION—No. 3512P. 


Tue question has recently been under consideration whether service 

rendered in a War Board (including a Publicity Board) or in. an Employment 
.and Labour Board can be regarded as service for the purposes of para- 
graph 1(c) of this Government Resolution No. 2706P.D., dated the 22nd 
September 1919. It has been decided that service of the sort in question 
shall be so regarded. 

Orperev.—That a copy of the resolution be published in the Calcutta 
Gazette and that copies be forwarded to the other departments of Govern- 
ment for information and for communication to the officers subordinate 
to them. 


By order of the Governor in Council, 


H. L, STEPHENSON, 
Offg. Chief Seey. to the Govt. of Bengal. 
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MONTHLY WEATHER AND GROP REPORT OF BENGAL 
faite FOR FEBRUARY : 


1. Character of the season.—Daring the month under review the rain- 
“fall was: in excess of the normal throughout’ the provitide, except in the 
districts of Birbham,Midnapore, Hooghly, Jalpaiguri and Daxjeeling, where 
the fall was « little in defect, and in Howrah, where the fall was just the . - 
normal, The usual rainfall statement is appended, Siar ‘ 

Il. Progress of agricultural operations.—Pressing of sugarcane was 
nearly over. Harvesting of spring crops and preparatory tillage for jute 
and other autumn crops were proceeding. Sowings of jute and autumn. 
paddy commenced in some Kastern Bengal districts. 


Ill. State of standing crops.—he condition of standing crops was’ 
reported to be generally favourable, 

TV. Prospects and probable outturn.—The prospects of sianding spring 
crops were much improved by the rainfall in the first part of the month, and 
the outturn is expected to be satisfactory. 

YV. Damage to standing crops.—No damage to standing crops was reported 
from any district. 

VI. Condition of agrioultural stock.—The condition of live-stock was 
fair, Cattle disease was found to exist in parts of Nadia, Murshidabad, 
een Hooghly, Rajshahi, Rangpur, Dacca, Mymensingh, Tippera and 

owkhali. 


VII. Failure of pasturage and fodder.—The supply of fodder was sufficient .¢ 
throughout the province. 


VIII, Prices of food-grains.-During tho second fortnight of the month 
ander review the, prices of common rice rose in three districts, fell in fifteen, 
and remained stationary in the rest of the province It varied from 5 seers 
in the headquarters of the 24-Parganas. and Darjeeling to 7 seers at 
Bakarganj. 


IX, Gondition of agricultural people.—The condition of agricultural popu- 
lation is fairly satisfactory, 


* R. 8. Fintow, 
Off9. Director of Agriculture, Bengal. 
Dacca, the 16th March 1920. 








Statemont showing the mormal and actual rainfall in each district 
during February 1920, 
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| DISTRIGT REPORTS ON WEATHER, AND CROPS. 


For the woek ending on the 11th March 1920. > 


Summary.—During the week the rainfall was general. In some places excessive 
rainfall has gansed damage to the standing crops, though it has facilitated the planghing 
operations generally. The harvesting of spring crops continues. The average price of 
comings for the province bas fallen by about 0°63 per cent. as compared with that 
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| i i 
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| Wholesale pricos-curront of feod-grains, salt, ete., in ‘tho undor- 
mentioned marts af Bengal for tho second half of February 1820, 
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wootesalo prices-current of food-grains, salt, etc., in the undar~ 
mentioned marts of Bongal for the sdoond-Ball, 
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“Whofosale prices-current of food-grains, s: it, ofc., Inthe aonb 
mentioned mart’ of Bengal for the second nalf of February 1920. 
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whotesalo prices-current of food-grains, salt, oto., in'the undo 
mentioned marts of Bengal for the second half of Fobruary 1920. 
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Prices-current (retall) of food-grains, salt, otc., In the districts of Bongal for 
the sobond-hall of February 1920. 
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2 Saturday, the 13th March 1820. . 
, SER ER a 
sai [Wan TOE FEET erga lon ran a 
From— {| To From— To— 
Rice— Rsva.P,| Rs. a. P Rs. a, P.| Bs. a. Pe 
Balam, coarse 614 0); 700) @© 29) 04 0 
». Medium 700/78 0} 0.4 8) 05.0 
Patnai, coarse 62.0) 7 OO; 0 2:9) 04 gy 
» mediom 760! 713 0 043/050 
Nagra, coarse 63 0)7 0-0 029) 04 0 
» medium 720; 800 0 4 3).0 5 0 
Dudbkalma 7100) 8 20 0 383/036 
Rangoon punted tales Lee caste | 0 3°38 a 
Kajla 500) 5 40 0.29 
Wheat, Dudhia = 8 0} * 
»  Gangajali ... eet hg 
» _Jamali ne 600 h 
Gram, Patnai (whole) 620} 800 030 
» dal 10 4 0/1012 0 0 4 0 
Mung ,, (Hari) ... 7.80; 712 0, 03 6 
+,» (Krishha) 712.0) 800] 050 
Arhar ,, 9 40/12 00 v 40 
Masur ,, (split) 5600/5 40) -02 6 
» » (Khanri) 9 00/1000) 046 
Kalai, 840; 880; 0380 
Salt sevane |S pognes 
Sugar (Brown Java) 2 0 0 0) O10 0 
yur, Bheli 9 0 0} 0 050 
» Bharsut WW 4 0 0} O.5 0 
3» Date oe 9 8 0) fs De se 
Milk... 3 W 0 0) Oo} 0 40 0 
Mustard oil a 2 0 0 o} om 0 0 
Flour (country). 8 8 0) 4 0.4 6 iy 
Atta, No. 8 ne 640 
Shae 68 0 fossjoso 
poe wef 9 22504] 
Suji te. | 90 0) 9 8 0 o 
Ghee (Bhadwa, Matki, ate) 1. 9 0 0/101 0 0 
» (Patiram, Kburja, Ruto,| 94 0 0) 97 0 0 
Etwa, better kind, ete.) | 
» Calli, Hwa, Sagar, ete,).;,) 90 0 0) 91 0 0 
Maize es | # 8 0/3 OO 
Potatoes. / 3 0°70) 40 0 
Patal =| 20 0-0/2 0.0 
Brinjal Pa 8 0} 2 80 
Onions ae Me oo se en dg) 
Bish, Rabu {20.0 0)25 0 0 
Mutton (2nd class) ... “ n < 
Boef (2hd and 3rd classes) >.| 











} 








N-B—This is a abstract of prices at the following markets :— 


Wholesale—Chetla Hat, Ramkrishnapur Hat, Sealdah Fish and Milk Markots, Poste Bazar. 


Helail —Sir Stuart Hogg Market, Or hanpage. Market, Sobha Bazar, Nutun Bazar, Itajo 
‘Babu's Bazar, Bow Bazar, Taltolla Bazar, Joga Babu’s Bazar, 


5 8. C. GHosH, 
‘for President, Advisory Food “hd deed 


‘cuugorm, the 13th March 1920, 
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| ae mnaerieeeil | ator ibe ‘ | 
‘Date, SN Rf rare) ae | ee 
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in [tags | Jama 











































1 é oe 
1920 | | 2 ei 
22nd Reb.| 525 14-0, | 899 saz | id | org [he at sand wt 
! | | 2 
28rd, | 525 140 | 68-5. 210 51268 | 518 eapoiaitn 2 sts 2 
| | \ : 
2th, 5254) 1510 |B 10-0 Bie) ayo i Fe 1018 and RT 
26th 528 15-50 | 6925} 1045 | Sie | jeg. | Pi Rat and Tapes, © 
| | [eee raters 
26th ,, | 527 16-18 81 WA2 | B18 | Bae i" A Sepia resin S 
anh, | 528 | 1648 | 590 164 | 5118 | 529 ME at in nad HT we 
26th ,, | b2e2 | 17-30 530 12-30 51 62-8 | PeT- at 12-60 and BT. at 17-40, i 
z i ” 
; Notable high and low water levels of Previous years, 4 
y 27h August «1806 705-3 
‘it Beptembor 1009 6786 
1th Atguat 3810 mits 
it rt 
1h i012 ‘Taken at bigh tide, 
irae ims 
ih 3 16 
ih int 
uit ass 
2ini Febuary 1907 : 
ia 18 | 
194h Marh aH 
Sih 10 
samt ébexsry, ante Aruken at tow tiae. 
toil 198 i 
‘Srd Mareh 1917 
Bie Fobeanry 1818 4 J 
Dacca, Asntvrosn Guna, 
The 8th malts 1920. Bexecutive Engineer, Dacca Division. . 
aa , 
Statome: dhowing the gaugo-roadings acca Water-works Station 





n the river Buriganga for the week ending the 6th March 1920. 


St ales daha altel lint balances es: TS th 
iS See an eee KG 
Date. eo 1. el ———— ALG PM, Remarks, 
| So 


t 581 14-6 6128 | seg | ET ee Po, and Tae 


| ath) 886 14-0 ord | 582 HB at 8 and FT wt 
Qed, | 587 | $15 5425 | dae | aa 535 . ea ts, nd Bo at 
ard | SHO | 80 

i 604 9-55 6568 | 16-10 605 | (008: ee as an amas 
Sth 54°28 10-85 556 | ia 








‘Time, Stouaings, 








a Ae 


1920. 
29th Feb, | 68-1 


Ast March |. 63-4 


5498) 15-20 |) 68-2 | 68-7 te an on, at ot 
| : isd. 
4th 








Hat 10h, and Fe Ts wt 


582 | 589. fm ny at tee, ane 7. oT, at 
pam Shin 





bth 4 | 540 11-25 | "86.4 


1-0 BB. | 58rd 
17-60 | 








Notable high and low water-levels of previous years, 
1908. 


Rith Angus 
‘ubSeptenber 

(10th August 
ast 





ay 
Dacca, 
The 12th Maroh Lae 








_ ore: o the River Ganges a? Rampur- 
ane Boalia for the week onding tho 13th March 1920. ' 




















<8 ath Marth, aul, 28 or} 3700 3691 BM. ow Colloge stop 
eh » & 36°90 30°81 64-93, 
9th Ys ae 36-95, 3681 ; 
10th ” oe 36°95, Bet | 
Lith n{f) 38 34°90 36:06 | 
+ 48th ‘ eee 36°80 30°51 5 
13th s 8670 8646 1 
£ | . 
1a) P. W, D, dati 625 foot above Kidderpore old ack all, 
7 Old value. 
The previous year 1. Higher: wa 20 on 18th Septe 
oe Smee Saal onathuerioie 
Record Highest {69°35 ou 26th August 1879 
Do. ito {3-08 on #eh September 1885 
De. Ditto {8850 on 25th Augnst 1906 
Do. Ditto ‘be21 on 36h Auguae 1800 
De, Towert 37°60 on 25th Apa 1886 
Do! Ditto 6 18 on 14t-10th April 1488 
Do. Ditte 4002 on 2int-20n0 April 1897 
Do, Dito 4-28 on dith-7th May 1908 
: ¥.B-—The gunge-readings commenced from the Int Augivt 1887 
. Boats, W. Biswas. 
The 13th March 1920. for Kaecutive Hngineer, Rajshahi Divn. 


GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL, IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT. 


Approximate return of traffic on the Oireular and Eastorn Canals for 
the week ending Saturday, the 13th Marots 1920, as compared 
with the corresponding week of the previous year. 





T " 
Were wxDIxe SeroRDAY, 3m Wwen warping Sarounay, tHe 
| Teen Manew 1990, 


Sante of Cargo. 


























! Mds. | Re. } Mds, Re. 
| | i 
Rive and paddy 85,505 | 1,404 | 804 278,860 4412 
Jute 87,312°| ‘361 | 39 | 26,8004] "285 
+) Birewood 27,025 | 398 23 12,100 183 
‘Other articles 261,023 | $088. 653 | 120,588 2,208 
; ‘Total \aroyses | 5191 | 1,519 avo.z93 |” 7,085 
Empty boats aud rafts ie 1,208 $88 | ome |) 118 
Ss | cae 
* Grasp Torat | 410,865 | 6,895 | 2,007 490.298 8,302 
Ca.curra, G. J. Si. ©. SEDGLEY, — « i 
- Phe 16th March 1920. Under-Seey. to the Govt. of Bengal, 
FY . 
‘ Patel Printing Office, and published by the Book Depdt of the Bougal Secretariat, 
' ta a We rs Besitngs inthe Cty of Caleutta, onthe 17th March 1920. * N 
“ 4 Pee 
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24, 1920. 


SUPPLEMENT. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 





[Non-Subscribers to the GAZRITE may receive the SUPPLEMENT sepurately 
ran payment of five rupees per annum if delivered in Calcutta, or 
seven rupees and eight annas tf sent by post.) 



























































TS. 
“Approtimate fletern of Trafit on the Circular Lise of prices of articles of to outta 
MTEL" "Hawtorn Canals-for the week endio ie the oak wading Batra fret 
Baturday, the 30 Mare 103) "ese a a9.) apap," Casita Satuniny gate 
Monthly. snd Annual Taitall able in the Wentha ‘rp Rapoet for’ thn wook ending 
Provitoe of Bengal forte year 1918 wer 400-400 | on the 181 Mn "5 atoiae 
Abstcaet stnlemein showing Tdlagy ow Oka 
Daily rainfall recorded in Bengal for the month: 4 “i 
Passat pmrénd tn Bong fortba month, | ta Benealclane ae ae 
Vital Statistica of the Towne of Bengal tor the Siatement of weekly’ gauge readings ob the 
creeks ending 18th and‘Siat Bebraaty 1020... 416~A17 | riven in Beugal eis 
GOVERNMENT. OF BENGAL, IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT. 
Approximate roturn of traffic on tho Circular and Eastorn Ganals for = 
tho week onding Saturday, the 20th Maron 1920, as‘ compared 
with the corresponding week of the provious year. 
WaaK mxoixo Sxrcunay. 61h Wee menixo exrcana, raw 
or itane hus ‘Sop Manon Inte 
Swe of Dae: ae ah aanaate = Seer 
| a oe 
{tides if a Mas, fs, ' 
. | | 
Rive and padd e772) 1,874 | 335630 | 6,518 
Jute ape | 48,278" 543 590. 
Ficewnod. | 35.076. 520 64,225 | 966 
Other articles 224,448 | 2.761 252,905 | 8,478 
. Total | 996,543 | 5,188 719,789 | 10,552 
‘Empty boats and rafts | 1,368 neh 1186 
Graxo Toray | 95,503 | 6,880 712,780 | 12.808 
e am Sy : 
Secor at eer pit : 
 Gacorra, * G. J. St. ©. SpoGuEy,- 
The 23rd March 1920. Cnider-Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 
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